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And Ie LCEBE RTINES, 


bs Hierarchy 6f :the Romanifts , and | 


other Prerended Churches, equally Refuſed 
and Refuted, in aTwo-fold Apolozy for the 
Church and People of God called in De- . 
riſion QUAKERS. 


Wherein they areVindicated from thoſe that accuſe Oo, | 
of Diſorder and Confuſion on the one hand, = reoracing - ws 
lumniate them with Tyranny . and Impoſition Goipel ae refs 
ing, that as the true and pure Principles pp the reſto- 
red by their Teſtimony, (o is alſo the ancient _ ORDER 


of the Church of Chriſt re-eſtabliſhed among them, and ſetled 
upon its Right Baſis and Foundation, 


By Robert Barc'ay. 
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\ & ants you the Word of Grd, whoſe Faith follow. 


———— 


L— 


Printed in the Year, 1676+ | 


Pkg —_—; 
/ A2ywnImas 


TYNNO010ANL 


. Jy 


THE 


"PREFACE 


TO THE | 
READER. 
UCH isthe Malignity of man's Nature in his 

fallen State, and ſo averſe is he from walking 

in the Straight and evenPathof TRUT H, 
that at every turn he is inctinable to lean cither to the 
Right Hand or the Left, yea, ſuch as by the Work 
of God's Grace in their Hearts, and powerful Ope- 
ration of his Spirit, have obtained an Entrance in 
this Way, are daily moleſted, and (et upon on all 
hands, ſome ſtriving to draw them the one way, 
ſome the other ; and if through the Power of God 
they be kept faithful and ſtable, then are they ealum, 
niaccd 0n bothſides,each likening or comparing thenz 
tothe worſt of their Enemics, 


Thoſe 
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Thoſe that are acquainted wich the holyScriptures * 
may obſerve this to have been the Lot ot the Saints 
in alt Ages, bur efpecially thoſe whoſe place it hath, 
been to Reform and Reftore the Ruins of the Houſe 
of God, when decayed, -or any conſiderable time 
; have been lyable toſuch Cenſures, hegce thoſe rhat 
ſet about Repairing of the Walls of Feruſa/em were 
neceſſitated to Work with the one hand, and Defend 
with the other. 

Chriſt is accuſed of the Fews as 2 Samariten, and 
by the Samaritans quarrelled for being a Few, The 
Apoſtle Paul is whipped & impriſoned by the Gentiles, 
and upbraided with being a Jew, and teaching rheir 
Cuſtoms; the ſame Paul is haled and ready to be 
killed by the Fews for breaking the Law, and defi- 
ling the Temple with, the 6exr:/es, The like hath 
alſo befaln theſe faithful Witnefles and Meſſengers, 
whom God has raiſcdup in this diy to witneſs for 
his Truth; which hath long been in apreat Meaſure 
hid, but now is again revealed, and many. broughr 
to be Witneſſes of it, who thereby arc come to walk 
inthe Light of the Lord, 

This People, thus gathered, have not wanted 
thoſe Tryals that uſually accompany the Church of 
Chriſt,both on the right hand & on the left. eachche- 
raQterizing 
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oy 
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"raQterizing them in ſuch Terms as they have judged 
would prove moft to their Diſadvantage z from ' 
whence, as the Teſtimony of the falſe Witneſſes 
apainft theirLord.did not 

apree, neither do theſe * John Owen charges 
againſt vs z ſome will © with ſo much Ignorance, 


| | that thowgh he writes 4- 
have us to be froliſo wad gainfs w in Latin, he fears 


Creatnresz, others, to be ©. 0-1 UGLY 
deep ſwbril Pelititions 5 *  A90 Thomas Denſon 4 
ſome to be illiterate ig9#- lout the ſametimeacenſes us 
rant Fellows , others;zxo be of Lei —R- Jeſuites, [ext from 
learned cunning Jeſuites abro * this Vizard, 
under a meer Vrzard j 

divers Profeſſors will have us to be only Penſioners of _ 
the Pope, undoubtedly Papifts ; but the «pits abhor 
us as Hereticks : Sometimes we are a diſorderly con- 
fuſed Rabble, leaving every one todo as they liſt, 

inft all Good Order and Government z at- other 
times, weare fo much-for Order, as we admit not 
men to exerciſe the Liberty of their own Judgments, 
;F bus are our Repurations tofled by the Envy of our 
'Adverfarics, which yet cannot but have this Effet 
upon ſober-minded people, as to' ſee what Malice 
works againſt us; and how theſe men,by their Con- 
tradiftory Aſſertions concerning us,ſave us the Pains, 
Vhils they Refure One another, 


'Tree: 


The. Puetiace tn he wk 
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True it is, we have laboured to walk amidft theſe 

Extremities,& upon our appearing for the Truth we 
have found things good in themſelves, abuſed upon 
both hands, for ſuch hath alwayes been the Work 
of an Apoſtacy, to keep up the Shadow of certain 
Truths, that there-through they might ſhelter other 
Evils. Thus the Fews made uſe of the Law and 
the Prophets to vindicate their Abuſes, yea, and to 
Cructfie Chriſt : And how much many Cbrifiang 
abuſe the Scriptures and the Traditions of the A» 
Poftles, to upheld Things quite Contrary to! it, will 
In the general be readily acknowledged by moft. 

But to deſcend more particularly, There be Two 
Things eſpecially, both of which 4n their primi- 
tive Uſe were appointed, and did very much con- 
tribute towards the Edification of the Church : The 
08 15, 

The Power and Authority which the Apoſtles had given 
them of Chriſt, for the Gathering, Building up 4nd Go- 
vernins of his Church ; by Vertue of which Power and 
Authority they alſo wrote the holy Scriptures, ; 

The other is, That Priviledge given ts every Chri- 
ſtian «nder the Goſpel to be led and guided by the Spirit of 
Chriſt, and to be taught thereof in al things. 

Now, both theſe in the primitive Church 


wrought effectually towards the ſame End of E- 
| dification» 


Ah 


tion of theSpicitlit.their Hearts), will-1 


the Metoings of} ie;and forcad to inter= \Jarhes? 


- pret- them 00 25 they plathly: ſpeaſt;'- ham, tk 
av enialing — ofa cer (fla amen? 
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Jikication, anddid as ig their Nature-they, may, and 
in their Uſcthey ought todo, in, a good Harmpny 
very well coaſilttogether, ; but by che Workings of 
Satan and Perverineſs. of 'Mcn, they are made- to 
fight againſt and deſtroy one another; For oa the one 
hand, the Authority & Power that reſided in the A- 
poſtles, while it is;annexcd & catailed to an Outward 
Ordinatioa aad Succeſſion of Teachers, is made uſe 
of tocloak and. cover, all manner. of. Abuſes;} eyan 
the height: of Idolatry and Superſtition glr fad by 
Vertue of [this;;Sugceſion; theſe. men/claiming the 
like Iafallibility chat was ia the Apoſtles (though 
they be Strangers toany inward Work or Manifeſta- 


all others t oacquieſce-ind-agree totheirCondlufions, 
however differeart: from .or contrary tothe Truths 
of «he Golpel ; and yetfor.any tocall fuch Conclu- 
fions. 10 Queſtion, 1or examme: them, 1sno ld(s then 


a Hiinous Herehe; delorving Death, bee.: -Or-whiſc 


the Revelation of: God's Mind+is whilely!boynd 


to thele-things .alte:dy.delivered. inthe. Scri 
as if God hadſpoke CN IENIng 


\ple ® we mfeputrich aur vlandim ': 516 you! 


ral Underſnadrn)gs! re Debatrabbuts! + gþ Ts 


tain the 
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the Presby- tain Faith made by Men; not fo much 
terians,/n Þs contrived to anſwer the Scriptures as 
Expoſition . the Scriptures are ſtrained to vindi- 
upon the Re- care it, which to doubt of is alſo-coun- 
velatiens, ted Herefie, deſerving noyets then E. 

jection out of our native Country, and 
to be robbed of the common Aid our Nativity enti- 
tles us to; and on this hand we may boldly fay both 
Papifts and Proteitents have greatly gone afide. 

Oa the other hand; fome are ſo great Pretenders 
to inward Motions and Revelations of the Spirit, 
that there are no Extravagancies ſo wild which 
they will got cloak with it, and ſo much are they for 


every ens following their own Mind, as can admit , 
of no Chriitian-Felowſhis and Community, nor of that 


good Ordcr and Diſciplin« which the Church of 
Chriſt never was nor can be without z this gives an 
open Door to all Zibertiniſes, and brings great Re- 

to the Chriftien-Faith, and on this band have 


foully falo. The German Ancbaprifts, ſocait'd, viz, 


Jobn of Leiden, Knigperdeling, &c. in caſe thelc 
mognftrous things, committed by them, be ſuch as 
they arc related, and ſome more moderate of hat 
kind have been found among the People in Exg/axd, 
_Falled Renters , as it istrue the People called Quettrs 

hath bin branded with both of theſe extreams, it is as 


4rvc it hath been and is their Work to avoid _ 


j 
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and to be found in that even aud good Path of the 
primitive Church, where all were no doubt led and 
atted by the holy Spirit, and might all have prophe- 

fied one by one, and yet there was a Subjection of 
* theProphets ta the. Spirits. of the Prophets. . There 
was an Authority ſome had in the Church, yer it 
was. for Edification, ani not for Deſftru/tiow-; there - 
was an Obedience in the Lord'to ſuch as were ſet o-. 
ver, and'a being taught by ſuch, and yet a knowing . 
of the Inward Agointing, by which each Individu- 
al was to be led iato all Truth: The Work and Te- 
Rimony the Lord hath given us is, to reſtore this a-' 
gainy and to ſet both theſe in their right place, with- 
out-cauſing them to deſtroy one another'; to mani- 
feſt how this is accompliſhed and accompliſhing a- 
mong us is the Buſineſs of this Treatife, which TI: 
hope will give. ſome Satisfaction to men. of ſober” 
Judgments, and impartial and unprejudicate Spirits, 
and may be: made uſeful in-the good Hand of the 
Lord, to Confirm and Eſtabliſh Friends againſt their | 
preſent Oppoſers, which is mainly intended and car. 
neftly prayed for 


= B 
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Section 


SECTION Firſt. 
The Inirodufion and Method of this Treatiſe, 


Frer that the Lord Ged in his own appointed time had 
A ſcen meet, tv put an End to the Diſpenſation of the 


Law, which was delivercd to the Children of Iſra- 
el by the Miniſtry of Aeſes, through and by whom he did 
communicate unto them in the Wilderneſs frem Mount Sina, 
divers Commandrents, Ordinances, Appointments and Obſer- 
vations, acccrding as they are teſtified. in the Writings of the 
Law, it pleaſed him to ſend his own Sen,the Lord 7 Chriſt, 
in the Flnc's of Time, who having perfeQly fulfilled the Law, 
and the Rig reou'nels thereof, gave witneſs to the Di'penſa- 
tion of the Goſpel ; and having approved himſelf, and the Ex- 
ccllency of his Dottrine by many Great and Wonderful 
Signs and Miracles, he ſealed it with his Blood, and triumph- 
ing over Death (of which it. vas impeflible for him to be held) 
he cheriſhed and encovraged his deſpiſed Witneſſes, who had 
believed in him, in that he appeared to them after he was raiſed 
from the dead, comforting them with the Hope. and Aſſurance 
of the peuring forth of his Spirit, by which they were to be 
led and ordered in all things, in and by which he was to be with 
them to the End of the World, not (uffcring the Gates of Hell 
to prevail againſt them, by which Spirit come vpon them, they 
being filled, were emboldned to preach the Goſpel withour 
Fear; and in a ſhort time Thouſands were added to the Church, 
and the Multirude of them that believed were of One Heart 
and of One Soul, and great Love and Zeal prevailed, and there 
was nothing lacking for a ſeaſon. 

Bur all that was caught in the Net, did not prove Geod and 
Wholſom Fiſh ; ſome were again to be caſt in that Ocean from 
whence they were drawn ;, of thoſe many that were called, all 

B proved 
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proved not choſen Veſſels, fit for the Maſter's Uſe; and of all 
that were brought into tie great Supper and Marriage oft he 
King's San, there were that were found without the Wedding 
Gatment; ſome made a Shew for a Scaſon, and afterwards 
felll|away; there were that drew back ; there were that mad? 
Ship wrack of Faith, and of a Good Conſcience; there were 
not|only ſuch as did backſlile themſelves, but ſought to draw 
others into the ſame Perdition with themſelves, ſecking to 0- 
—_— their Faith alſo ; yea, there were that brought in dam- 
nable Hereſes, even denying the Lord that bought thein, and 
alfa of thoſe Members t'1at became not wholely corrupt (for 
ſome were never again reſtored by repentance) there were that 
were we «k, anJ ſickly, and young; ſome were to be fed with 
Milk, and not with ſtrong Meat ; ſome were to be purged, 
ih the old Leaven received any place z and ſome to be cut 


off for a ſcaſon, to be hut out, as it were, of the Camp for a 
time, until their Le-rofice were healed, and then to be received 


in again, 

- roi as to Outwards, there was the Care of the Poor, 
of the Widdow,of the Fatherleis,of the Strangers, &c.therefore 
the Lord Feſus Chriſt, who is the Head of the body, the Church 
{for the Church is the Boly of Chriſt, and the Saints are the 
ſeveral Members of that Body knowing in his infinite Wiſdom 
what was needful for the good ordering and diſpoſing all things 
in their proper Place,and for preſerving and keeping all things 
in t'\&r right Statien, did in the Diſpenſation and Communi- 
cation of his holy Spirit miniſter unto every Member « Mea- 
fare of the ſame Spirit, yet diverſe according to operation, for 
the Edification of the Body, ſom: Apoſtes, ſome Teachirs, ſome 
Paſtors, ſome Elders; there are Old Men, there are Young 
Men, there are Babes; for all arc not Apoſtles, neither are all 
Elders, neither are all Babes, yet arc all Members, and as 
ſuch all have a Scnſe and Feeling of the Life of the Body, which 
from the Head flows unts all the Body, « the Oyntment of 
Aaron's Beard uo the Shirts of 115 Garment na cvery Mem- 
ber has its place and Station in the Body, © long as it keeps 
in the Life of the Body ; and all have geed one ot another ; 


yet 
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yet is no Member to afſume another Place in the Body then 
God has given it, nor yet to grudge or repine its Fellow-mens. 
ber's Place, but to be content with its own ; for the Uncome-« 
ly Parts are no leſs needful then the Comely, and the leſs Ho- 
novrable then the more Honourable ; which the Apoſtle Pax! 
holds furth in t Cor. :2, from Verl, 13 to 30. 

Now the Ground of all Schbiſm, Diviſions or Rents in the 
Body, is, whenas any Member aſſumes another Place then is 
allotted it, or being gne from the Life and Unity of the Bo- 
dy, and looſing the Senſe of it, lets in the Murmurer, the 
Eye that watches for Evil, and not in holy Care over its Fel- 
low-members; and then, inſtead of coming down to Judge- 
ment in it ſelf, will tand up and judge its Fellow-members, 

ea, the whole Body, or tho\e whom God has ſet in a more 
\da-rner\ and eminent Place inthe = then it ſelf ; ſuch 
ſuffer net the Word of Exhortation, and term the Reproofs 
of Inſtruction (which! is the Way of Life) Impoſition and 
Oppreſſion, and are not aware how far they are in the things 
they condemn others for, while they ſpare not to reprove and 
revile all their Fellow-rhembers , yet if they be but admoni- 
ſhed themſelves, thcy try out as if their great Charter of Go- 
ſpel-Liberty were brokey. 

Now, though ſuch, and the Spirit by which they are a&t- 
ed be ſufficiently ſeen and felt by Thouſands, whoſe Hearts God 
has ſo eſtabliſhed as they are out of Danger of being intang- 
led in that Snare, and who have Power and Strength in them- 
ſelves,to judge that Spirit, even in its moſt ſubtil Appearances ; 
yet there are who cannot fo well withſtand the Subtilty and 
ſeeming Sincerity, ſome ſuch preterd to, though in meaſure 
they have a ſight of them ;, and others, that cannot ſo rightly 
diſtinguiſh betwixt the Precious and the Vile ; and ſome there 
are that through Weakne(s, and want of true Diſcerning, may 
tedeceived, and the Simplicity in them betrayed for a ſeaſon, 
as it is written, With Fair Speeches and Smeork Words they dt- 
cezve the Hearts of the Simple, | 

Therefore having, according te my meaſure, received an 
Opening in my Underſtanding as to theſe things from the Light 

B 2 ' of 
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ef the Lord, and having been for ſome time under the weigh - 
ty Senſe of them, I find at this inſtant 2 Freedom to commit 
them to writing, forthe more U niverſal Benefit and Edificati- 
on of the Church of CHRIST. 

Now, for the more plain and clear opening and underſtan- 
ding of theſe things, it is fit to ſum up this Treatiſe in theſe 
following gencral Heads, to be confidered of : 

Firſt, From whence the Ground and Cauſe of thu Controvere 
fie 1s, the Rice and Rot of it, 

Secondly, Whether there be now any Order and Government 
*n the Chu-ch of Chriſt ? 

Thirdly, What « the Order and Government which we plead 
for, in what Caſes, and how far it may extend, in whom the 
Power decs/ive is, and bow it differeth;, ard « weltly ancthey 
then the Oppreſſung and Perſecuing Principality of the CEnich of 
Rome, and «ther Antichriſtian A fe mbiics. 


bh —_——_—_ ——{ ants, — ————— 


SECTION Second, 


© + Concerning the Ground and Cauſe of this 


CONTROVERSIE. 


V Henas the Lord God by his mighty Power began 

to viſit the Nations with the ffawning of his Hea- 
venly .Day ( for thus I write unto thoſe that *ave received and 
believed the Truth ) and that he ſent fort his Inſtruments, 
whom he had fitted and prepared for his Work, having faſhi. 
ened tiem, not according to the Wildor and Will of Man, 
but to his own heavenly Wiſdom and Courſel,they went forth 
and preached the Goſpel in the Evidence and Demonſtration 
of the Spirit, notin the Enticing Words of man's Wiſdom, 
but in Appearance,as Fools and mad to thoſe that judged accor- 
ding to Man, but their Words andTeftimony pierced through 
mto the Irmer Man in the Heart, and rcached to that of God in 
the Conſcience, whereby as many as were ſimple-hearted, and 


waitcd ſor the Redemption of their Souls, received them = 


— 
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the Meſſengers ofthe moſt high God, and their Words were 
unto them, not as the Words of Men, but as the Words of 
God; for in the receiving and imbracing the Teſtimony of 
Truth through them, they felt their Souls caſed, and the ac- 
.Ceptable Day began todawnin and vpn them. Now what 
Evidence brovght theſe Men to m:ke their Teſtimony to be 
received ? did taey entice ? did they flatter? did they dau b 
up ? did they preach Liberty to the Fleſh, or Will of man ? 
Nay verily, they ufed no ſnch Method, their Words were as 
Thunder- Bolts, knocking down all that ſtood in ther Way ; 
and pouring down the Judgement of God upon the Head of 
the Tranſgrefſor every where: Did they ſpare the Zea!lous 
Profeſſor more then the open prophane ? Nay verily, they 
condemned equally, the Hypocriſie of the one, as well as the 
Prophanity of the other, yet wanted they not regard to the 
tenier Seed, ani Plant of Cod in either. Did they give way? 
Did they yieldto the Wiſdom of man, to the Deceitfulne's 
of the Serpent, that wou'd reif-n Truth from themſclves, 
ſaying, / muſt tay until I be convinced of this, and tha', ang the 
other thing ;, I ſee nor yet this ro be wrong, or the other tÞ&ts to 
be ly D.:ty, How id they knock down this manner of Rea- 
ſoning, by the Spirit of God which wrought mightily in them, 
ſhewing and holding forth, that this is the Day of the Lord 
that is dau ned, that al are invited ro come, that none ought 
to tarry behind, that that which ſo pleadeth, is the ſame Spirit 
which of old time 'aid,in tho that were iavited, / cannot come 
yet, ] muſt firft marry a Wife, I muſt go prove my Toak of Oxen,T 
muſt go viſet my Voſſeſſins,let me firſt bury my dead Father?Did 
not the Lord through them teſtifie and declare againſt theſes 
thing??and is there not a Cloud of Witneſſes,who felt rhe Enc- 
my thus reaſoning ts keep us in the Forms, Felluwſhips, falſe 
Worthips and Fooliſh Faſhions of this World, but we felt 
as we were obedient, all theſe things to be for Condemnation, 
and that as we obeyed the pure manifeſtation ofthe L ight of 
Jeſus in our Hearts, there was nv H#ſitation : We might and 
ſhould have parted with all thoſe things at the firſt, and what 
occahoged ſuch Scruples, was but that which drew back, 
, through 
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throvgh being unwilling to give pure Obedience to the Croſs 
of Chriſt'; for as many as gave Obedience, and believed in 
the Light, found no Occaſion of tumbling ; but ſuch as belie- 
ved not, were condemacd already, becaulc they believed not 
in him tht appeared. Now the Boldneſs, and Courage, and 
Eff.cacy of theſe Meſſengers Teſtimony , wrought ſuch Aſo. 
niſhmen*', Fear and Amazement in the Hearts of ſuch as were 
Ingenuo!'s, that many began to be inwardly pricked, as in the 
Days of old, and the Foundations of many began to be ſhaken, 
an! {»me that were aſlcep were awakened, and many that were 
dead and buried in the Graves of Sin, and Formality, and S$u- 
perſtition, and [dolatry of all Sorts, werealarmed, and ma- 
py were brought in from the Hedges and the High Ways, and 
the Truth was received by Thou'ands with great Cheerfulneſs, 
and a Readinels of Mind, and the Feet of thoſe were beheld 
to be beautiful upon the Mountains that brought the Glad. ti- 
dings of theſe good things; & great Lowlincſ> and Simplicity of 
Heart was up»n ſuch that were newly convi--ced of the Truth, 
and Deep Humiliation of Spirit, and ubjeCtion to t':e Power, 
botd in themſelves, and in thoſe who were over them in the 
Lord, and had gatheged them into the Truth. 

But «s it was inthe Gatherings of old,(oit alſo fell out in this 
Day, all kept not their firſt Love, as among thoſe Thouſands 
which Adoſes led out of Egypr, and carried through the Red 
Sea, who had ſung praiies to Gcd upon the Banks of Salvati- 
on, many Carcaſes fell in the Wilderneſs ; ſome who murmur- 
ed and longed to return 2gain to the Fleſh-pots of Eyypr, aud 
ſome for oppoling and contradicting the Servant, and *ervants 
of the Lord, whom the Lord had made Uſe of to lead them out 
of Bondage. in ſaying, Te rake roo much upon you, hath the 
Lord mideed only ſpoken by Moſes ? hath he not ſpoken alſo by us? 
And as among theſe Multitudes which were gathered by the 
Apoſtles, there were many who continued not faithful to the 
End ; ſome returncd hack again with the Sow to the Puddle, 
after they were waſhe1; ſome embraced the preſent World ; 
ſome again ſeparated themſelves, being ſenſual and without 
the Spirit, 4eſps/ong Dominion, and ſp: thing Evil of Dig» _ 

tnetr 
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their Mouths ſpeaking great ſwelling Words, _ 
up & not abiding in theſe things which they were taught of the 
Apoſtles.So it is to be lamented, that among theie many thou- 
ſands whom the Apoſtles and Evangel:ſts, whom God raiſed 
up in this Day, for the gathering of his Seed and People out 
of ſpiritual Egypr and Babylon into his pure Light and Life, 


«there are that have faln upon the right Hand and the left ; fome 


are turned back again into Egypr, running into the ſame Excels 
of Luft and Riot from whence they were once purihed and Re- 
deemed ; ſome could nct_ bear the Reproach of the Cro's of 
Chriſt, and were by and anon offended in him; ſome could 
not bear the Tribulations, Sufferings and Perſecutions wiich 
came for the Truth's Sake, and the Seed inthem was ſoon 
ſcorched with the Heat of the Day ; and ſome not abiding 
in Subjetion to the Truth in themſelves, were not con: 
:ented with that Place and Stationin the Body, which God 
had placed them in, but became vainly puft upn their Fleſhly 
Minds, intruding into thoſe things which they have not feen, 
and would needs be Innovators,given to change, and introdu- 
cing new Doetrincs ard Practices, not only differing, but con- 
trary to what was already delivered in the Beginning; making 
Parties, cauſing Diviſions and Rents, tumbling the weal-g1nd 
denying. deſpiling and reviling the Apoſtles and Meſſengers of 
Chriſt, tke Elders of the Church, who loved not their Lives 
unto Death, but through much Care, and Travail, and Watch- 
ings, and Whippings, and Bonds, and Beatings, . in daily 
Jeopardy gathered us by the mighty Pewer of God in the moſt 
precious Trutn, Yet inall this there hath nothing befaln us, 
but what hath been the Ancient Lot of the Church of Chriſt in 
the primitive times. 

Now he that was careful for his Church and People in old 
times hath not been wanting to us in our Day, but as ke has 
again reſtored the Truth unto its primitive Integrity and Sim- 
pli-1ty, and as he nas delivered our ,Underftandings from 
thei- falſe DoCtrines & Principles,which prevailed in the Apo- 
ſtac\ ;, <o he hath not gathered us t6 be & Sheep ſcattered 
without 4 Shepherd, that every ore may run his own \\ ay,and 


every 
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every one follow his own Will, 'and fo to be 1t 4 confuſed 
Maſs or C'\aos without any Order, bit he, even the Lord hath 
alſo gathered a"d is gathering us into the C04 Order, I 8fca. 
pline and Gorernment of bu own Son the Lerd iſm Chriſt 
therefore he hath !aid Care upon ſome beyond others, woo 
watch for the Souls of thew Brethren, as they that mu/t grue 46- 
CCUnt. 

There are then Fathers thet have begotten us 
1 Cor.4.15, vnto Chriſt Je us, through the Go pel, of whom 
16, I7. We ouzht robe / oll wers, a1 d rorem:moey theer 

Ways which be in Chriſt, There are then Fathers 

and Children Ir rr Aers anJ?nftructcd,Elcers & Yeung Men, 
yea, and Babes; there are t-at cannot ceale, but muſt ex- 
hort, inſtruct, reprove, condemn, judge ; or elſe, for what 
End gave Chriſt the Gifts mertioned Ephe/. 4. 11,12? And 
how are the Sai" ts perſeed, and the Bedy of Chriſt edifed of 
thoſe who come under the Cognizance,and as it were the Teſt 
of this Order and Government ? | may chiefly ſum them up in 
three ſorts (though there be divers others httle ſubdivided 
Speciesof them.) 

The Firft is, Thoſe that turn openly back to the World again, 
through finding the Way of Truth too narrow, theſe have 
not been capable to do us any confiderab'e Hurt ; for being as 
Salt that has loſt its Savour, they moſtly prove a Stink among 
thoſe to whom they go: AndI1 never knew any of them that 
proved any.wayes ſteadable to thoſe to whom they go. I find 
other Profeſſors make but (mall Eoaſt of any Prolelytes they 
got out from among us: T hear little of their proving Charra 
pions for the Principles of others againſt us. And indeed, for 
the moſt part they loſe all Religion with the Truth ; for 1 have 
heard ſome of them ay, That sf ever they rook on them tobe Re. 
lig iow, they would come back agam to the Quakers, ec. 

Secondly, Thoſe who through Unwatchfulneſs, the ſecret 
Corruption of their own Hearts, and the myſterious or hidden 
Temptations of the Enemy, have fallen into his Snares; and 
ſo have come under the Power of ſome Temptation or ether, 
cicher of Fleſhly Luſts or of Spiritual Wickedneſs, who being 
{ca 


(17) h 
ſeaſonably warned by thoſe har keep theis Habitation, and 
faithful Overſeers in the Church, have been again reſtored by 
unfeigned Repentance, not kicking againſt the Pricks, but 
have rejoycedthat others watched over them for their good, 
and are become Monuments of God's Mercy unto this Day. 

Thirdly, Such who being departed from their firſt Love, 
Ancient Zeal for the Truth,become cold and lukewarm, & yet 
arc aſhamed ts make open Apoſtacy, and to turn back again, 
ſo as to deny all the Principles of Truth, they having had al. 
ready ſich Evidence of Clearneſs upon their Underſtanding, 
yet not keeping low in their own Habitations, but being puſfed 
up, & giving Way to the reſtle(s Imaginations of their exalted 
and wandering Minds, fall out with their Brethren, cauſe Dj- 
viſions, begin to find Fault with every thing and to look at 04 
thers more then «t themſelves, with ſwelling Words to talk 
of and preach up 2 _ Diſpenſation, while they are far 
from living up to the Life and PerfeAtion of this preſent, like 
unto ſuch who ſaid, we will not have this Man to rule over us, 
cry out of Fermality and Apoſtacy, becauſe they aze not fol- 
lowed in all Things, and if they be reproved for their Unruk- 
nels, according to the good Order of the Church of Chriſt, 
then they cry out, Breach of / vberty,Oppreſſion, Perſecution,we 
will have none of your Order and — we were 
taught to follow the Light in eur Conſciences, and not the 
Orders of Men; well, of this hereafter, but this gave the 
Riſe of this Comroverfie, which leads me to that which I pro» 
poſed in the ſecond Place. 


SECTION 
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SECTION Third. 


Whetber there be new to be any Order, or Govern- 


ment in the Churchof CHRIST. 


N Anſwer to this Propoſition, I meddle not at this Time 

with thoſe that deny any ſuch Thing «« 4 Church of Chriſt, 
'T have reſerved their Plea to another Place, neither need | to 
be'at much Pains to prove the Aﬀirmative, to wit, Thar there 
09 bt 10 be Government and Ord:r in the Charch of Chrift, Un 
to the Generallity of ovr Oppoſers, both Papiſts and Prote. 
Rant, who readily confeſs and acknowledge it, ' and have 
heretofore blamed us for want of it, though now ſome of 
thera, and that of the higheſt Pretenders, -are' become 'ſo yn- 
reaſonable, asto acciſe'us for the Ule of it, improving it To. 
far as they can to our Diſadvantage ; for (tich is the Blindneſs 
of partial Envy; that whereas the ſuppoſed Want of it was 
once reckoned Heretical, now the preſent Performance of 
it is counted Criminal, : 

Theſe then, to whom come to prove this Thing are ſuch, 
who having caſt offthe Yoke of the Creſs of Chriſtin them. 
ſelves, refule all SubjeQtion or Government, denying that as 
ny ſuth Thing ought to be, as diſagreeing with the Teſtimony 
of Truth ; or thoſe, who not being ſo wilful and obſtinate in 
their Minds, yet-are fearful or ſcrupulous in the Matter, in. 
reſpect of the dangerous Conſequences they may apprehend, 
ſuch a Thing may draw after it. | | 

For the clearing then, as well the Miſtakes of the one, as 
anſwering the Cavils of the other, I judge the Truth of theſe 
following Aﬀertions will ſufficiently prove the Matter, which 

: Ifhall make no gr catDificulty to evidence. 
% Firſt, That Feſta Chrift the King and Head of the Church, 
did 
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did appoint ard ordain that there ſhould be Order, and Govern. 
ment in vw, 

Secondly, That the Apoſtles and Primitive Chriſtians, 
when they were filed with the Holy Ghoſt, and vmmedzately led 
by the Spirit of God, did prattiſe and commend it. 

Thirdly, That the ſame Occafion and Neceſſity now occurring 
which gave them Opportunity ts exerciſe that Authority, the 
Church of Chriſt hath the ſame Power now, as ever, and are 
led by the ſame Spirit, into the fame Prattices, 

As to the firlt,] know there are ſome, that the very Name 
of a Church, and the very Words Order and Gourrnment, my 
are affraid of, Now this I ſnppoſe hath proceeded becauſe 
of the great Hypecriſie, Deccit and Oppreſſion that hath been 
cleaked with the Pretence of theſe Things ; but why ſhould 
the Truth be neglected becauſe Hypocrites have pretended to 
it ? The right Inſtitution of thele Things, which have been 
appointed and ordained by Ged, mult not, nor ought not go 
be deſpiſed, becauſe corrupt Men have abuſed and perverted 
them: 1 know not any thing that hath been more abuſed, 
and perverted in the whole World, then the Name of a Chr:. 
ftian, ſhall we then renounce that Honourable Title, becauſe 
ſo many Thouſands of wicked Men, yea, Antichriſts have 
falſly aſſumed it to themſelves? The Man of Sin hath taken 
upon him, ts fit in the T emple of God, as God, yet we myſt 
not therefore deny," that God # in bus. Temple, | if the Syn«- 
Logne of Satan hath aſſumed the Name of the Churchof | riſt, 
and hath termed her Oppreſſion and Violence, the Power and 
Anthority thereof,therefore muſt not theChurch ofChriſt & its 
Authority be exerciſed,where it4ruly is according ts his Mind? 
This [ prefix to warn all to beware of ſtumbling at things which 
are innocent, in themſelves, and that we-may labcur to _yl 
the ſteady even Path of Truth, without cunning ineither of the 


extreams;for that Jeſus Chriſt did ar p vintQrder &Government 

to be in the Church is very clear from his plain Words, Mgr. 

18, 15,;16, 17» 18.Ver,15. Moreover if thy Brother ſhall treſ- 

paſt againſt theeygo tell him hu Fault between chee and bimy alone, 

| of be ſhall bear thee thou haſt (ne thy. Brather, Ver,6, But 
- 


T4 
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if be wilt not tear thee, then take with thee one or two more, 
that in the 7M uth of two or three Witneſſes, every Work may be 
eſtabliſhed, Ver. 17, Andif be ſhall negictt ro bear them, till 
3t wnts the Church, but if he neglett to hear the ( burch, let him 
be unto thee as an Heathen man, and a Publican, Ver. 18 YVe- 
rily, I ſay unte you, whatſoeviy yee ſhall bind on Earth, ſhalt 

be bour d in Heaven ; 41:4 whatſoever yee ſhall loeſe on Earth, 

lt be leoſed in Heaven. From which Scripture it doth mani- 
ſeſtly and evidently follow, F:irft, that Jeſus Chriſt intended: 
there ſhould: be a certain Order and Method in bis Church, in 
the Procedure towards ſuch as tran'greſs. Secondly, Thathe 
that refuſeth to hear two is become more puilty / as -hardned-) 
thenin refuſing to hear him that firſt reproved alone: Thirdh, 
That refufing to hear the Judgment of tbe Church, or-whoete 
Aﬀembly, he doth thereby exclude himſelf, and-\hrt-out 
himelffrom being a Member, and is juſtly judged by bis Bre- 
thren, asa Heathen and a Publican, 

And laſtly, That, the Church, Gatherng, or Aﬀembly of 
God's People has Power to examin, andcall to an Account 
ſuch as appearing to be am«-ng them, or owning the ſame Faith 
with them, do tranſgreſs,a1.d in Caſe of their refuſing to hear, 
or repent,to exclude them from their FeHlowſhip,and that God 
hath.a ſpecial Regard to the Judgment and Senſe of his Peo- 
ple, thus orderly proceeding. fo as to hold ſuch bound in 
Heaven,whom they bind on Earth,and ſuch looſed in Heaven, 
whom they lbo'conEarth Tam partly confident that no rational 
Man will deny, butthat theſe nat- rally follow from the above 
mentioned Scripture;and if there ſhould be anvfound'fo unrea- 
ſonable, as to deny it | could prove it by neceffary and vnevita- 
ble Conſequences, which at preſent; as taking it for granted, 1 
forbear to do, If it be reckoned fo great a Crime to offend 
one of the lictte ones, that it were better for him that ſo did, 
that a Milſtone were hanged about his Neck, and- he were 
drowned in the Depth of the Sea, without Queſtion to offend 
and gainſay the whole Flock, muſt be more crimigal, and 
muſt draw after it a far deep-:r Judgment. 

Now if there were 0 Order ner Government in the Church, 

waoat 
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what ſhould become of thoſe that tranſgreſs> How ſhould! 
they be again reſtored? wouldnot this make all Reproving,, 
all laſtructing, all Caring for, and Watc'ing over one ano- 
ther void and nul ? Why ſhould Chriſt kave defrred them; 
to procecd after this Method ? Why doth he place ſo much. 
Weight upon the Judgment of: the Church, as 80 make the- 
refuſing of hearing it, todraw ſo deep a Cenfure after it, which 
he will not have to follow the refuſing to hear one or two apart,, 
though the Matter. be one and the ſame, and ſo as to the Sub, 
ſtantial and Intrigfick Truth of the Thing, there lies the ſame- 
Obligation upon the Tran'greſſor to hear that one, as 
wellas all; for that one adviſcth tim to that whi Þb is right and 
good, as well as the whole, and they do but homologate or 
confirm tifat which that one hath alteady afferted; yet Jeſus 
Chiift who « che Author of Order, and not of Confuſion will got- 
have a Brother cut off, or reputed a-publican, for refuſing to 
hicar one or two, b.utfor refuling to hearthe Chucrch. Andif 
it be objected, that the Church of Rome and all other fale- 
Churches makes uſe of this Scripture, and cover their Perfecu- 
titon, and Cruelty, and Oppreſlion by it, and thou fayes no. 
more then they ſay. Ianiwer, I ſuppoſe no man will be ſo un- 
reaſonable, as to affirm, that the Church of Rome abviſing this. 
Scripture will make it falſe in ielf, but how we differ in ove; 
Applicaton of this Scripture ſhall be ipokew- of hereafter; I am 
not-now claiming Right to this Power, as due to us ( that is- 
reſerved for another Place) but this I fay is that which I now 
aver to be maniſcſt from the Scripture Teſtimony, and to be 
in it ſelf an unqueſtionable Truth, That Feſms- Chriſt intended 
there fbould be Order and Government #n his Church, which is+ 
the Thing at preſent in hand to be proved, whiet if it beſo 
really true ( as it cannot be denyed ) then t hope it will alſo 
neceſſarily follow, that ſuch, who-r and truely are the- 
Churctrof Chriſt, have Right to excrcife this Order and Go... © 
vernment Secondly, That the Apoſtles and primitive Chri- 
ftigns did practife Order and Government, we need but to 
read the Hiſtory of the AQts, of » hich I ſhall mention a few 
pregnant and undeniable Teſtimonies, 2s we may = 
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the very. firſt Chapter ofthe As, from Verſe r 3 to the End, 
where at the very firſt Mecting the Apoſtles and Byethren held 
together after the Aſcenſion of Chriſt, they began orderly to 
appoiat one to fulfil the Place of 7«d-s, it may be thought 
this was a needleſs Ceremony, yet we ſce how the Lord coun- 
tenanced jit;l hope none will ſay, that the Apoſtles appointing 
of theſe two Men, or of him upon whom the Lot did not fall, 
contradifted their inward Freedom, or impoſed uponit, bur 
both agreed very well together, the one in te Will and Mo- 
vings of God in appointing, and the other in the ſame in ſub- 
mitting to their Appointment. 

Moreover, after they had received the holy Ghoſt, you may 
read A#+: 6, ſo ſvonas there was an Opport unity, bow they 
wiſely gave Order Concerning the Diftribution *f the Poor, and 
appointed ſome men for that Purpoſe. So here was Order and 
Government according to the preſent Neceſſity of the Caſe, 
and the Lord God was will pleaſed withit, and the Wordof God 
encreaſed, and the Number of the Diſciples multiplied in Jeruſa- 
lemgreatly, Might they not have ſaid then, as ſome ſay now, 
we will give our Charity to whom we ſee Cauſe, and we will 
take no Notice of your Appointments and Orders * Whether, 
would God have approved of ſuch yea, or nay ? | 

Thirdly, When that the Buſineſs of Circumciſicn fell in 
whether it was fit or got to circumciſe the Genti/es, we ſee the 
Apoſtles ſaw not meet to ſuffer every one to follow their ow 1 

Afinds and Wilts, They did not judge as one con- 

WM, in fuſedly ſuppoſeth, that this Difference in an «r- 
hi:sQuerjes, ward Exerciſe would commend the Unity of the 
true Faith, nay, they took another Method, It 

is ſaid exprelly, Atts 15. 6.. And the Apples and | Elders 
came together to conſider of this fatter, and after there had been 
much diſputing about it ( no doubt then, there was here Diver- 
ſities of Opinions and Judgments) the Apoſtles and Elders 
told their Judgments, and came allo to a poktive Concluſisn ; 
ſure ſome behoved to ſubmit, elſe they ſhould never have. a- 
greed : So thoſethat were the Elders gave a poſitive Judg- 
ment, and they were bold to ſay, That it pleaſed not only them, 


bus 


. here to preach Chriſt, and wiſh'os to be Fellowers'of himy and 
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but the Holy Gheft, by all which ir doth undeniably appear thiat 
the Apoſtles and primitive Saints practiſed a Holy Order ard 
Government among themſelves, and I hope none will be (o bold 
as to ſay, they did theſe Things without the Leadings of the 
Spirit of God, and his Power and Authority concurring, and 
oing along with them, 

And that theſeThings were not only fingular Pra tices,but that 
they held it dotinally, thar is to ſay, ic was a Dottrine which 
they preached, that there ought to be Order and G-vernment 
in the Church, is manifeſt from theſe following Teſtimonies, 
1 Cor. 4.15, 16,17. 1y For though you have ten Thouſand 
Inſtrufters in Chriſt, yet have ye not many Fathers ; for in 
Chriſt Jeſus I have begotten you through the Goſpel, 16, Where- 
fore I beſtech you, be ye Followers of me. 17 For this Cauſe have 
[ ſent wnts you Timotheus, who ts my beloved Son, and fauhful 
wn the EEC who ſhalt bring you ints Remembrance of my Waye:, 
which be in Chriſt, as I teach every where, in every Church, Here 
the. Apoſtle Paul is very abſolute. Firft, In that he deſires 
them to be Followers of him, Secondly, In that he ſends 4 
Teacher, yea, a Miniſter, and Eminent Biſhop or Overſeer 
of the Church for to put them in mind of his Wayes, which 
be in Chriſt, as Fe tavght in every Church. No doubt there 
were Apoſtatcs and Difſenting Spirits in the Church of Corinet, 
that gave Paul Occaſion thus to write, as he teſtifies in the Be- 

inaing of the Chapter, How be wat judged by ſome of them: ; 

e ſhews bew they were grown high, ver. 8, Now ye are fall, 
now ye are rich, ye have rexgned as Kings without us, &c, Might 
not theſe Diſſcaters of the Church of Corinth bave reaſuned 
thus againſt Pa«/? Did not this Pau/teach us at firſt to mind 
the Meaſure of Grace 'in our felves, and follow that ? (for r.0 
doubt, that was Paul's Doftrine ) but now he begins ts Lord 


.over us, and tells us, we muſt be Followers of tim 4 might 


not they have judged the Beloved Timothy to be far out 'of his 
Place ? might they not have ſaid, it ſeems 1t is not God that 
moved thee, and lent thee here by his Spirit, but Lordly Pax 
that.ſceks Dominjon over our Faith,” it ſeemsthou comes-not 


of 
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'of bis Grace in our Hearts, but to mind us to follow Pat's 
Wayes, and take Notice how he teaches in every Church, we 
are not concerned with him, nor with his Meſſenger, nor with 
mone of your Orders, and io' forth. Doth not this run very 
plauſible? I queſtion not but there was ſuch a Reaſoning a- 
mong the Apoſtate Corinthian; let fuch as are of the ſame 
kind among us examin ſeriouſly, and meaſure their Spirits tru- 
ly hereby, Yea, he goes yet further in the following Chap- 
iter, ver. 3z 4. 3. At abſent in Body, but preſent in Spi- 
rift , bave judgid already, as though ] were —_ CONcernms 
him that hath ſo done this Deed, 4. In the Name of ouy Lord 
Teſm Chriſt. when ye axe gathered regether, and my fFirit with 
the Power of our Lord Feſms Chriſt, &c, Would not one think 
this to have been x very preſumptuous Word, and yet who 
dare offer to condemn it, from all which | ſhall ſhertly obſerve, 
that it ſeems it was judged no Inconliftency, nor ContradiRti- 
on to be Followers of the Grace in themſelves, to be perſwa. 
dedin their own Hearts, and alſo to be Fellowers of the Apo- 
'ſile Paxl, and of his Wayes, becauſe his Wayes and Example 
was no other, then the Spirit of God in themſelves would have 
led them to, if they had been obedient, therefore he found it 
needful to charge them poſitively to follow him withont 9- 
ding this Reaſon : Next the great Argument the Apoftle uſes 
to perſwade them herevnto , upon which he-mainly inſiſts 
becauſe he had begotten themiato the Truth, Te have not ma- 
ny Fathers ; for in Chriſt Teſws 1 have begotten you through the 
Goſpel, wherefore I beſeech you, be ye Followers of me. Sohe 
makes that as the Cauſe, which the ſame Apoſtle alſo in his 
Expoſtulztion with the Galatiens, putting them in mind how 
he preached the Goſpel tothem at firſt, and Chap. 14.Ver.15. 
Where is then the Bleſſedneſs ye [poks of ; for 1 bray.you Record, 
if poſſible you would have plucked ont your own Eyes, and given 
them unto me, We ſee then that theLord hath, & doth give ſach 
whom he hath furniſhed, and ſent forth to gather a People un- 
to himſelf, Care and Overſight over that People, yea, and a 
certain Authority in the Power over them to bring thera back 
totheir Duty, when they ſtray atany Time ; and to appoint, 
| Yeay 
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yea, and command ſuch Things as are needful for Peace, and 
Order, and Unity Sake, and that there lies an Obligation up: 
on ſuch as are ſo gathered, toreverence, ' honour, yea, and 0+ 
bey ſuch as are ſet over themin the Lord ; for faith the ſame 
Apoſtle, 2 Cor. 2.9. For to this End alſo did I write, that I 
* night know the Proof of you, Whether you be obedient in all Things, 
And Chap. 7. Ver. 13, 1g.-— Tea, and excecdingly the more 
- Joyed we for the Foy ef Titus, becauſe his Spirit was reffeſhed by 
\ you all, 15. And vis inward Aﬀe on is more abund int toward 
you whileft he remembreth the Obedi:nce of you all, how with 

Fear and Trembling you recerved him, | 
Now this will not at all infer, as it they had been implicitly 
{ed of old, 'or that ſuch as having the ſame Authority, exerciſc 
it now, ſought Dominion over their Brethrens Faith, or to 
force them to do any Thing beyond, far lefs contrary to what 
the Lord leads us to by his Spirit; but'we know, as they did 
ef old,that che Enemy lies n*ar to betray under fuch Pretences 
and that ſeeing in caſe of Difference the Lord hath, and doth 
and will reveal his Will to his People, and hath and doth 
raiſe up Members of his Body, to whom he gives 4 Dsſcern- 
Ingy and. Power and Amthority to inſtru, reprove, yea, and 
command in ſome Caſes, and that thoſe that are faithtul, and 
low in their Minds, keeping their own Places, and minding 
the Lord, and the Intereſt and Good of his Truth in the gene- 
ral, over all they ſhut out the Murmurer, and the * pirit of 
God leads them to have Unity,and concur with their Brethren, 
but ſuch as are heady, and high-miaded, arc inwardly vexed 
that any ſhould lead or rule but themfelves, and (© it is the 
hizh Thing in themſelves that makes them quartel others for 
taking fo much upon them, pretending a Liberty, not fſink- 
ing down in the Seed to be——=willing to be of no Reputati- 
on for its *ake, ſuch rather then give ap their own Wills, will 
ſtudy to make Rents and Divitions, not ſparing the, lock, 
but preftrating th: Reputation and Honour of the Truth 
even to the World, miniſtring to thetm an-Occafion of Scorn, 
and Langhter, to thc hardning them in their Wickedn:fs and 
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Beſides theſe Scriptures mentioned, I ſhall ſet down a few of 
many more that might be inſtanced to the ſame Purpoſe, 

Epheſ, 5. 21.Submuting your ſelves one te anuther in the 
Fear of God. 

Phil .2, 3. Let nothing be done through Strife or Y ain-glory, 
but in Lowlineſs of Mind, let each eſteem other better then 
themſelves, 

29, Receive him therefore in the Lord with all Gladneſs, and 
bold ſuch in Reputation, 

And 3. 17. Brethren be Fullowers together of me, and mark, 
them which walk [», as ye have uu for an Enſample, 

Ard 4.9. Theſe Thinos which ye have both learned and re- 
ceived, and heard, aid ſrex in me, do, and the God of Peace 
ſhall be with you. | 

Col. 2.5. For though 1 be abſent in the Fleſh, yet am I with 
you in the Spirit joying and bebolding your Order, and the Sted- 
faftneff of your Fauh m Chriſt. 

1 Theſ. 5.12. Ard w- brſerch you Brethren, to know them 
»#hich labour among you, and are over you in the Lord, ard ad- 
monsſh you. 

13. Ardtoefteemthem very hithly in Love, for their Work, 
Sake, and be at Pexce among your ſelves, 

14. Now we exhert you Brethren, warn them that aye unruly, 
comfort the feeble- minded, ſupport the weak, be parrent roward 
«Rt Men, 

2 Theſ. 2.15. Therefore Brethren fland faſ, and hold the 
T raditions which ye have been taught, whether by Word or our 
Epiſtle, 

f Cor. 10. 8. For though I ſhould boaſt ſomewhat move of 
exr Authority ( which the Lord hath given us for Edification, 
and not for your Drfruftien ) I ſhould not be aſhamed 

Now though the Papifts greatly abuſe this Place, as if here- 
by they could juſtific that Maſs of Superſtition which they have 
heaped together, yet except we wildeny the plain Scripture 
we miſt needs believe, there lay an Obligation upon the 
The ſſilen4 ns to obſerve and hold theſe Appointments, and-no 
Doubt necdfu! Inſtitutions, which by the Apoſtles were recom- 
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mended unto them, and yet who wilt ſay, that they ought or 
were hereby commanded to do any Thing contrary to that 
which the Grace of God in their Hearts moved them to ? 

3 Thel. 3 4. And we have Confidence in the Lord trouching 
you, that ye beth ds, and will ds the Things which we command 

ou, ; 
' 6. Now we command you Brethren in the Name of our Lord 
Feſw Chriſt, that ye withdraw your ſelves from every Brother 
that walketh &ſerderly, and not after the Tradition which be 
recerved of as. 

What more politive then this, and yet the Apoſtle was aot 
here any Impoſer. And yet further, ver.14, And if any man 6 
bey not onr Word by this Epiſtle, note that man, and have n6 
Company with him, that be may be aſhamed. ; 

Thus eb.1 3,7. K. member them which have the Rule over you 
who bave ſpokew to you the Word of God, whoſe Fauh fellow, 
conſidering the End of their Converſation, 

17. Obey ther that have the Rule over you, and ſubmit your 
ſelves ; for they watrth for yeur Souls, as they that muſt groe 
Account, that they may ds uu: with Foy, and not with Gruf ; for 
that $1 unprofu able for you, | 

Jude 8. Likewiſe alſo theſe filrby Dreamers, defile the Fleſn; 
deſpiſe Dominson, ard ſpeak, Evil of Disminies, 

{ might at length enlarge if needful,vpon theſe Paſſages any 
of which is ſufficient to preve the Matter iv Hand, but that 
what is ſaid may ſatishe, fuch as are not wilfully blind ad obfti- 
nate ; - for there can be nothing ryore plein from theſe Teſtimo 
nies,then.that tkeAnciemtApoſtles, &@PrimitiveChriſtians prafti- 
ſed Order and Governmext in the Chiursk;that ſore did appoint, 
and ordain certain Things, condemn 3nd approve certain-Pra- 
Qtices, as well as DoQtrines by the Spirit of God ; that there 
lay an Obligation in Point of Duty upon others to obey and 
fubmit ; that this was ao Encroachment nor- Impoſition u 
their Chriſtian.Liberty, nor any Wayes contradiftory to thei 
being inwardly and immediately led by the Spirit of Godin 
their Hearts ; and laftly, that ſuch asare in the true Feeling 
and Senſe will find it their Places to obey, and be one with the 
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Church of Chriſt. in ſuch like Caſes, and that it's ſuch as have 
[ſt their Senſe and Feeling of the Life of the Body, that diſſent: 
and are diſobedient under the falſe Prentence of Liberty, ſo 
that thus is ſeffciently proven what I unlertook in this Place. 
Thirdly tzudge there will need no great Arguments to prove. 
the People of God may & do well to exerciſe the like Govern- 
ment upon the very like Oceaſion ; for even Reaſon may texchi 
us,that what proved good & wholſomCures to the Diſtemper 
of the Church in former Ages, will not now, the very like Diſ- 
terpers falling in, prove hurtful and poyſonable, eſpecially :f 
we have tha Teſtimony of the ſame Spirit in our Hearts, net only 
allowing ms, but commanding us ſoto do, It is manifeſt ( though 
we are ſorry for it ) that the ſame Occaſions now fall in, we 
find that there are that have eaten and drunken with us at the 
Table of the Lord, and have been Sharers of the ſame ſpiritual 
Joy and Conſolation that afterwards fall away, we find (te our 
grcat Grief) that ſome walk diſorderly, and ſome are puffed 
up, and ſtrive to ſow Divifion, labouring to ſtumble the 
weak, and to cauſe Offences in the Church of Chriſt: What 
then is more ſuitable, and more chriſtian, then to foflow the 
Foot-ſteps of the Flock, and to labour and travail for the good 
of the Church, and for the removing all that is hurtful, even 
as the holy Apoſtles, who walked with Jeſus, did before us ? 
If there be ſuch as walk diſorderly now, muft not they be ad- 
moniſhed, rebuked and withdrawn from, as well as. of old ? 
or, is ſuch to be the Condition of the Church in theſe latter 
Times, that all Iniquity muſt-go unreproved ? Muſftit be He- 
rclie or Opprefion to watch over one another in Love, to take 
Care forthe Poor, to ſee that there be no corrupt, no defiled 
Members of the Body, and carefully and chriſtianly deal with 
them, for reftering- them, if poſſible, and for withdrawing 
from them, if incureable ?- I am perſwaded that there are none 
that 1»ok upon the Commands of Chrift and his Apoſtles, the 
PraCtice ant Experience of the primitive Church and Saints, as 
a-ſofficient Prefident to authorize a Praftice now, that will de4 
ny the Lawfulneſs or Uſefulneſs hereof, but muſt needs ac- 
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have done, Do not you deny thatthe Seripture is the adequate 
Rule of Faith and Manners, and that the Commands or Pra- 
ices of the Scripture, are not a ſufficient Warrant for you now 
todo any thing without you be againauthorized, and led unto 
it by the ſame Spirit, ' and upon that Score, do you not forbear- 
ſome things, both practiſed and commanded by the primitive 
Church and Saints? f 

Well, I hope lhave not any thing weakned this Objections. 
bat preſented it in its full Vigour and Strength, to which L 
fhall clearly and diſtiactly anfwer thus. 

Firſt, Seaſons and Times do notalter the Nature and Sub-+ 
ſtance of Things in themſelves, though it may cauſe Things ts- 
alter, as to the Uſefulneſs, or not Uſefulneſs of them, 

Secandly, Things commanded and prattiſed at certain times 
and fcaſons fall of theralelyes, whenas the Cauſe and Ground 
for which they were commanded is removed, as there is tio 
need now for the Deciſion about Circumciſion, ſecing there: 
are none contend for it, neither as to the. Orders concerning 
Things offered to tdols, ſecing there is now no ſuch Occahion, 
yet who will ſay,thaz the Command enjoyn'd in the ſamePlace,, 
Att: 15.20. To abſtain from Fornication, is now made void, 
ſecing there is daily need for its ſtanding in Force, becauſe it: 
yet remains as a Temptation man is incident te ? We confeſs: 
indeed we arc againſt ſuch, as from the bare Letter of the- 
Scripture ( though if it were ſeaſonable now to debate it, we: 
find but few to deal with, whoſe Pratiſes are ſo exaRitly ſqua- 
red)ſeek to uphold Cxftoms, Forms. or Shaddows,when the Uſe: 
for which they were appointed, is removed, or the Subftance it. 
ſelf known and witnefled , as we have ſufficiently elſewhere an- 
ſwered our. Oppoſers, in the. Caſe of Water» Baptiſm, and: 
Bread and Wine, &c. fo, that the ObjeQion, as to that, doth 
not hold, and the Difference is very wide, in.reſpect of ſuch. 
Things, the very Nature and Subſtance of which can never - be: 
diſpenſed with by the People of God o long as they arc in this 
World, yea, without which they could not be his People; for: 
the DoQtrines, and fundamental Principles of the Chriſtian | 
Faich, we own and Þclicyc originally and. principally, dhe. 
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they are the Truths of God, whereunto the Spirit of Gol in 
our Hearts hat conſtrained our Underſtandings to obey and 
ſubmit la the ſecond Place we ace greatly confirmed,ftrengrh. 
ned and comforted in the joint Teſtimony of our Brethren, 
the Apoſtles and Diſceples of Chriſt, whe by the Revelation of 
the ſame Spirit in the Daycs of old believed and have left upon 
record the ſame Truths, ſo we hav1ng the ſame Spiru of Faith, 
according as it 15 written, / beluved, and therefore have 1 [po 
ken, we alſs believe, and therefore we ſpeak - andwe deny not 
but ſome that from the Letter have had the Notion of theſe 
Tings, have thereby ia tie Mercy of God received Occaſion 
to have them revealed inthe Life ; for we freely ackgowledge 
(though often calumniated to the contrary ) that whatſoever 
Thinss were wruten aforetime, were wruten for eur learning, 
that we through Patience and Comfort of the Scriptures may have 

ope, So then, | hope if the Spirit of God lead me now un- 
to that which is good, profitable, yea, and abſolutcly need- 
ful, in order to the keeping my Conſcience clear and void of 
Offence towards God and Man, none will be fo unreaſonable 
as to ſay, I ought not to do it, becauſe 1t 15 according to the 
Scriptures, nor dol think it will ſavor ill among any ſerious 
ſolid Chriſtians, for me to be the more confirmed, and per- 
ſwaded thatI am led to this Thing by the Spirit,that 1 fiad it in 
it ſelf good and uſeful ; and that upon the like Occaſions Chriſt 
commanded it, the Apotftles and Primitive Chriſtians praftiſed 
and recommended it. 

Now ſeeing it is ſo that we can boldly ſay with a geod Con” 
ſcience in the Sight of God, that the ſame Spirit which leads u 5 
to believe the DoArines and Principles of the Truth, and t® 
hold them and maintain them again after the Apoſtacy, in thei! 
primitive and ancient Purity, as they were delivered by the A- 
poſtles of Chriſt in the holy Scriptures, | ſay, that the ſame 
Spirit doth now lead us inte the like holy Order and Government 
te be exerciſed among vs as it was among them, being now 
the like Occaſion and I—_— miniRred to us therefore, 
what can any Chriftiaaly orRationally object againſt it;for that 
there is a Real Cauſe for it,the thing it ſelf ſpeakerh; and tar it 
vas 
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was the Praftice of the Saints and - Chnrch of old is tndepia3 
ble, what kind of Grqund then can any ſuch Oppoſers have - 
( for to ſuch, as ſcrupling at this, donorwithſtanding acknow- 
ledge our Principle) that this were done by Impofition or To- 
tation, more then the Belief 'of the Doftrines and Principles, 
ſeeing as it is needful to uſe all DNigence to convince and per- 
ſwade People ofthe Truth, and bring them to the Belief of it 
( which yer we cannot do, bve as Truth meves and draws in 
theirHearts)it is alſo no leſs needful, when a People'is gathered, 
to keep and preſerve them in Unity and Love, 4s bicomes the 
Church of Chriſt, and to be carety\, as ſaith the Apoftle,T hat 4 
Things be done decently and in Order, and that all thar is wrong 
be removed according to the Methed of the Goſpel, and the 
good cheriſhed and enceuraged, fo that we conclude, and 
that upon very good -Grounds, that there ontht now, 4s wel 
As ber#tofore to be Order + Government in the Church of Chrif, 
that which now comerh-to be examined in the third Place is, 

Firſt, What 1s the Order and Government we plead for ? 

Secondly, In what Caſes, and how far it may extend, and 
in whom the Power deciſive 13? 

Thirdly, How it diff: r'th, and i: wholely an cthey then the 


eſſive and perſecuring Prineipalluy of the Church of 
=; vr Antichriftian Aﬀſemblies ? Rpme, 


SECTION Fourth, 


Of the Order and Government which we 
plead for. 


T will be needful then beforel proceed te deſcribe theOrd-y 
I & Government of « he Chatch,to conſider whar is or may be 
properly underſtood by the Church,for ſome, as I touched be. 
fore, 
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fore,ſeem to be offended, _ leaſt afraid of the very Word, 
becauſe The Power of the Charch, the Order of the Church, the 
| Fudg ment of the Church and lych like Pretences, have been the 
great Weapons wherewith Antichriſt and the Apeſtate Chri- 
| itians have been theſe many Generations perſecuting the Wo- 
| man, and warring againſt the Man-child ; and indeed great 
| Diſputes have beca among the Learned Rabbies in the Apo. 

ſacy concerging this Church what itis, or what may be ſo ac- 
counted, which | find not my Place at preſent to dive much in, 
but ſhall only give the true Scale of it, according to Truth, and 
the Scriptures plain Teſtimony. 

The Word Church in it ſelf, and as uſed in the Scryptures, is 
no other but « Gathering, Company, or Afſrmbly of certain 
People, called or gathered together; for ſo the Greek Word 
wxanis fignifies, which is that the Tranſlators render 
Church, which Word is derived from the Verb wnzaio, i, 
E. evece, | call out of, from the Root *axis, wore, I call, 
Now though the Engliſh Word Church be only taken in fuch 
a Senſe, as People are gathered together upon a Religious 
Account, yet the Gre«k, Word that is ſo rendered, 15 taken in 
general for every Gathering or Mecting together of People, 
and therefore where it is ſaid, The Town-Clark of rhe Epheſi- 
ans diſmiſſed the Tumult that was gathered there together, the 
ſame Grech Word inxavvis is vicd, Aﬀs 19.41, 'arinues 

71 ixx2a0iar he diſmiſſed the Aﬀembly or the Church, 
A Churchthen in the Scripture Phraſe, is no other then a 
Meeting or Gathering of certain People, which ( if it be taken 
in a religious Senſe, as moſt commonly it 1s ) are gathered to- 
gether in the Belicf of the ſame Principles, Doarines and 
Points of Faith, whereby as a Body they become diftinguiſh- 
ed from others,and have a certain Relation among themſelves, 
and a conjunt Intereft to the maintaining. and propagating 
| theſe Principles they judge to be right, and therefore bave a 
| certain Care, and Overhght over cn another, to prevent and 
remove all Occaſions that may tend to break this their conjun& 
Intereſt, hinder the Propagation of it, or bring Infamy, Cone 
rempe 
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rempt, or Contumely upon it, or give. ſuck as-0n the other 
Hardare or may wats 1 2, a9 ot juſt Occs 
fron againſt them, todecry and defame them. 

Now the Way to diftinguiſh that Church, Gathering, 
or Aſſembly of People, whereof Chriſt truly is the Head, from 
fnch as fallly pretend thereto,is by confideringfthe Principles, & 
Grounds upon whick they are gathered together,theNature of 
that Hierarchy & Order ay ages among themſelves;the Ls 
and Methed they take to uphold it,and the Bottom upon whi 
it ſtandeth]} which will greatly contribute to clear all Miſtakes. 

Foraſmuch as Sanis fication and Holineſs is the great and 
chief End among true Chriſtians, which moves them to ga- 
ther together, therefore the Apoſtle Pax! defines the Church in 
his Salutation to the Cor;nthians, 1 Cor, 1.2. Vnto the Chureb 
of God which 53 ar Corinth, thers that are ſanttificd, in Chriſ 
Yeſms, called to be Saints, ſothe Church is ſuch as are ſanCti- 
fied in Chriſt Jeſus called to be Saints. 

The Power and Authority, Order and Government we ſpeak 
of, is ſuchas a Church, Meeting, Gathering, or Aﬀembly 
claims towards thoſe that have or do declare themſelves Mem- 
bers, who own, believe and profeſs the ſame Dofrines and 
Principles of Faith with us, and go under the ſame Diftinftion 
and Denomination, whoſe Eſcapes, Faults and Errors may by 
our Adverſaries juſtly be imputed to us, if not ſeaſonably and 
chriftian!y, reproved, reclaimed, or condemned ; for we are 
not (o foeliſb, as to concern our ſelves with thoſe who are not 
of us, far leſs, who ſtand in Oppoſition to us, fo as to reprove, 

inftrut, or reclaimthem, as Fellow Members, or Brethren, 
yet with a Reſpect to remove the general Reproach from the 
Chriſtian Name, with a tender Regard to the good of their 
immortal Souls, for the Zeal we owe to God's Glory, and for 
the Exaltation and Propagation of 'his Everlaſting Truth and 
Goſpel in the Earth, we have not been wanting with the Ha- 
zard of our Livesto ſcek the ſcattered ones, holding forth the 
Living and Sure Foundation, and inviting and perſwading all ts 
obey the Goſpel of Chrift, and to take Notice of his Reproofs, 
u hemakes himſel —_ in and by t«-Light = their 
| carts 
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Hearts ;, ſo- our Care and Travail is and hath been towards 
thoſe that are without, that we may bring them into the Fel- 
lowſhip of the Saints in Light ; and towards thoſe that are 
brought in, that they may not be led out again, or drawn aſide, 
either to the leſt Hand or the right, by the Workings and 
Temptations of the Enemy. 

Theſe Things _— cleared and opened, we do'poſi- 
tively affirm, that we being a People gathered together by the 
Power of God ( which moſt if not all of thoſe that ariſing a« 
mong our ſelves, do oppoſe us herein, have acknowledged } 
into the Belief of certain Principles and Dottrines, and alſs 
certain Praftices & Performances,by which we are come to be 
ſeparated and diſtinguiſhed from others, fo as to mect apart, 
and alſo to ſuffer deeply for our Joint- Teſtimony, there are 
and muſt of Neccſhty be, as in the gathering-of us, ſo in the 
preſerving of us while gathered, Diverfitics of Gifts and Ope- 
rations for the ediſying of the whole Body, Hence ſaith the 
Apoſtle, 1 Tim. 5.17, Let the Elders that rule well be count- 
ed worthy of double Honexr, eſpecially they who lebour in the 
Word and Dottrine & this we ſuppoſe neither to be Popiſh nor 
Antichriſtian, let our Oppoſers ſay it as oft as they can, with- 
out reckoning the Apeſtles ſuch, 

Secendly, Foraſmuch as all are not called in the ſame Station, 
ſome rich, ſome poor, ſome Servants, ſome Maſters, ſome 
married,ſome unmarried,ſome Widdows,and ſome'Orphans, 
and ſo forth, it is not only convenient, but{abſolutcly needfull 
that there be certain Meetings at certain Places and Times, 
as may beſt ſute the Conveniencies of foach who may be moſt 
particularly concerned in them, where both thoſe that are to 
take Care may aſſemble, and thoſe who may need this Care 
may come and make known their Neceſhties, and receive help, 
whether by Counſel, or Supply, according to their reſpeQtive 
Needs, This doth not at all contradict the Principle of being 
led inwardly and wmmediately by the Spirit, elſe how came the. 
Apoſtle in that Day of the Powerful pouring forth of the Spi- 
rit.of God to ſet apart Men for this Purpoſe? ſure this was not 
to lead them from their inward Guide yea, of the contrary it 
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is expreſly faid, Look, ye ut among Jon Seven mm of beneft Re- 
<v44 full of the Holy Ghoſt and 1 dons when wn rom 
over this Buſineſs, Sute:they werenet-to undertake z 
being full of the Holy Ghoſt, which might impotta contradi- 
ion to their being led by it ; So we ſee it is both fit, and fuit« 
able to the Apoſtles Dottrine to have Adretings abont Buſine([?7, 
Now if any ſhould: be fo whimſical or conceized, as to ſeruple 
#heir being at ſet Places and Times, though theſe be nothing 
relative to the Eſſential parts, but only!Circuinſtances relati 
to the Conveniency of our Perſons, which we muſt haveR w. 
to ſo long as we are cloathed with Fleſh and Blood ; and fuck 
Notionilts as are againſt this Godly Care, work far more it 
their vain Imaginations, than they reduce to Praftice, beirig 
like vato ſuch of whom the Apoſtle Fames teſtified, who ron- 
tent themſelves with faying to'rhe Naked, be cloth:d ;, and to 
the bangry, be fed, while they offer not in the leaſt to miniſter 
to them thoſe Things which are needful for clothing and Fee- 
ding of them, yet ſhall we not ſcruple to make it appeay, that 
it is aot without very good Ground that we both appoint Pk 
ces and Times, -and Firſt, as to the Place, I fay as , It 
is with our Bodics we-muſt meet, as well as with our Spiri 
and ſo of Neceſſity we muſt convey our Bodies unto one Place, 
that we may (peak and att in thoſe Things we meet for, and 
that muſt be in ſome certain Place, where all muſt know where 
to find it, having herein a regard to the Convenicncies and 
Occaſions of ſuch as meet . Were it fit that thoſe of the Charch 
of Corinth ſhonld go do their Buſineſs at Antiech, or the Chicych 
of fermſalem at Rome? Nay ſurely, God hath not given us our 
Reaſons to no Purpoſe, but that we'ſhould make ufe for his 
Glory, and the good of our Brethren, yer alwayes in Subje#ia 
on to. bis Power and Syirit, and therefore we have reſpe to 
theſe Things in the appointing of our Meetings; and do it not 
without a Regard to the Lord, but in 2 Senſe of his Fear. Arid 
ſo the like as to Times, which'is no contraditing ofthe inward 
Leading of the Spirit, elſe how-came the Apeſttets appoint a 
Time to the Corinthiens in their Comributions, defiring them 
3-Cor. 16, 2; Tolay by them in ſtore -wyar' the firft Day of the 
E 2 Week. 


(y6) 
Week, yea, faith he, met that be geve the ſame Order to the 
Church of Galatia, 1 know not how any in Reaſon can quar« 
rel Set-Times for eutward Buſineſs, it being done in a Subje- 
ftion ts God's Will, as all Things ought to be, erclſe, ho 
can ſuck as' ſo do bur quarrel the Apoſtle for this Impokitidn 
{ at that Rate) upon the Churches of Corinth and Galatia ? 
We appoint no-ſet T+mes for the Performance ofthe Worſhip 
of God, fo as to appoint men to preach and pray at ſuch and 
ſuck Set-times, though we appoint times to meet together in 
the Name of the Lord, that we may feel his Preſence, and he 
may move in and through whom he pleaſeth withour Limitati- 
on, Which Praftice of meeting together, we are greatly en- 
couraped to by the Promiſe of Chriſt, and our own bleſſed Ex. 
pericnce, and alſo we are ſeverely prokibited to lay it afide by 
the holy Apoſt'e, and alſo on the other Hand by the (ad Expe- 
rience of ſuch as by Negligence er Prejudice, forſake the Aſ- 
ſemblics of Ged's People, vpon many of which is alrealy ful- 
filled, and-upon others daily fulfilling the Judgments threatned 
upon ſuch Tranſgreflors, read Heb. 10, from ver, 23, 8 che 
nd, where that Duty is fo ſeriouſly exhorted to, and the 
Contempt of it reckoned 4 wrlfa# $5n, almoſt, if not altoge- 
ther unpardonable, yea, a Treading under Foot the Son of God, 
and a Doing Deſpite ts the Spirit of Grace, which is fulfilled in 
our Day, and proves the lamentable Fruits ef ſuch as have ſo 
dackfliden among us ; and therefore having ſo much geod and 
rea) Ground for what wedo herein, together with the Appro- 
bation and Encouragment of Chriſt and his- Apoſtles, both by 
Command and Practice, we can, 8s that which both the 41- 
pha and Omega, the Foundation and Cap-ftone, faithfully af- 
firm in good Conſcience, That God hath led 14 by his Spirit, 
both te appoint Places and Times, where we may ſee the Faces 
oxe of another, and to take Care one for another, provoking 
% cnc another to Love and good Works ; and our Faith and 
Cofidence herein cannot be ſtaggered by a meer Denial ia our 
Pygos, which no man of Conſcience and Reaſon will ſay it 
ought, ſecing the Thing it ſelf hath ſuch a ſolid andrea! Cauſe 
and Foundation, ſo good and ſuitable a Petcrn and Example 
and 


< 


— —_— - , —— £ 


—c - 
— 4 


(37) 
ond that it is conſtantly a tous, both by che Tefimmy 
of God's Spirit in our Hearts, agd by the good Fruits and Effefts 
which we daily reap thereby, as 2 Scal and Confirmation that 
God is well pleaſed therewith, and approveth us init, 
Having thus far proceeded to ſhew that there ought : o be 
* Order and Government among the People of God,and that,that 
s whichwepleadforis, that there may be certain Meetings ſet 
apart for that End, it is next to- be conſidered in what Caſes, 
\ and how far it may extend, , 
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SECTION Fiſth, 


In what Caſes, and how far this Covernment esc- 
tends, and fir? as to Outwards and 1 emporals. 


| ſhall begin with that which gave the- firſt Riſe for this Ors 
des among the Apoſtles,and I do verily believe might have: 
been among the firſt Occaſions that gave the like among ys, 
and that is, The Care of the Poor, of Widdows and Orphans. 
Love and Compaſſion are the great, yea, and the chiefeſt: 
Marks of Chriſtianity. #ereby ſha# ir be knownsfaith Chrift, rhar. 
ye are myDiſcipleryif ye love ane another, And-Yames the Apoſtle: 
places Religion herein in the firſt place, Pure Religion((aith he) 
and Undefiled before God and the Father #, to wifft the Father- 
leſs and Widdows in their Aﬀiiftions, ec, For this then,. as: 
one main End do we meet together that Inquiry may be made, 
if there be any poor of the Houſhould of Faith, that need, that. 
they may be {upplied, that the Widdows may be taken Care 
of, that the Orphans and Fatherleſs may be bred up and educa- 
zed : - Who will be ſo unchriftian, as to reprove this:geed Order 
and Government, and to ſay, it is needleſs ? but ifapy will thus 
object, May not the * prrit lead every one of you to $504 to them 
that need? What weeds mecting ahont it, 4nd ſuch Formalities?- 
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I anſwer, The Spirit of God [ads us ſoto do; what can they (a 
to the comtrary?aor is this a Practice any ways inconſiſtent oe 4 
being inwardly and immediatly led by the Spirit; for the Spirit 
of Godjdoth now as well as in the Dayes of old;lead his People 
into thoſe Things which are orderly,and of a good Report ; for 
" he wtheGod of Order,and not of Confuſion,& therefore the Holy 

Apoſtles judged.it no Inconliſtency with their being led by the 
Spirit to appoint Aer full of rhe Holy Ghoft and of Wiſdom over 
the Buſineſs of the p:er, Now ifto be full of the Holy Ghoſt 
be a Qualification needfull- for this Imployment, ſurely the 
Nature of their Imployment was not to render this ſo needful 
a Qualification uſeleſs, and ineffeual, as if they were not to 
be led by it 

Moreover, we ſce, though they were at that Time all filed 
with the Spirit, yet there was ſomething wanting before this 
good Order was eſtabliſhed, There was 4 Altr muring that 
ſome Widdows were negletted in the daily Adiniftration, and we 
muſt not ſuppoſe the Apoſtles went about to remedy this Evil 
that was creeping into the Church without the Counſel of God 
by his Spirit, or that this Remedy they were led to, was 
ping into the Apoſtacy, neither can itbe ſo ſaid of us, we pro« 
cceding upon the like Occaſion, 

If then it be thus needful, and fuitable tothe Goſpel to re- 
lieve the Neceſſities of the poor, that as there was no Beggey 
to be among Iiracl of 11, fo far leſs now, muſt there not be 
Mectings to appoint Contribution in Order to the performing 
theſe Things,which is no other but the giving of a general [nti- 
mation what the needs are. that every one, as God moves 
Sheir Hearts, and hath proſpered them, without Imp9ſition, 
Force or Limitation, may give towards theſe needful Ules, in 
which Caſe theſe Murmurers at our good order in ſuch matters 
may well think ſtrange at the Apoſtle, How preſſingly ? how 
earneſtly doth he reiterate his Deſires and Provocationy, ſo to 
ſpeak, in this ReſpeR tothe Cormtbians, 1 Cer, 16, 1, 2, and: 
the 8th and gth Chapters of the 2d Epiſtle throughout ? 

Now though he teſtifies to them elſewhere that rbey are the 
Temples of the Holy Ghoſt, and that the Spiri; of God dwells in 


them 


9 
them, yet ceaſeth he not to £44 and exhort, yea, and to 
give them certain Orders in this Matter. 

Beſides all theſe Reaſons which are (ufficient to convince any 
unprejudicate man, the Secrer Approbation of God's Spirit ac. 
companying us in this Thing, together with the Fruits and Ef- 
ſeQts of it which hundreds can witneſs ro, whoſe Needs have 
been ſupplied, and themſelves helped throngh divers Biffi- 
culties, and the Teſtimonies of ſome already, & of many more 
Orphans and Fatherleſs Children,wko have found no want nei 
ther of Father nor Mother, or other Relations through the ten- 
der Love and Care of God's People in putting them in Traves 
and Imployments and giving them all necedfi:l} Education which 
will make it appear cre this Age pa'$ av ay to thoſe that have an 
Eye to ſee, that theſe are not the meer Doings and Orders of 
Men, bat the Work of him who is appearing in ten Thouſands of 
bis Saints ts eſtabl:ſh,not only Truth, but Mercy and Rightrouſ- 
neſs in the Earth, 

And for that End therefore in the ſecond Place this Order 
reacheth the taking vp and compoſing of Differences as to out» 
ward Things, which may fall out betu ixt Friend and Friend ;, 
for ſuch Things may fall out through the Intricacies of diverſe 
Afﬀairs,where ncither hath any poſitive latention to injure and: 
defraud his Neighbour, as in many Caſes might be inſtanced ; 
or if through the Workings and Temptations of him; whoſe 
Work is to beſet the Faithful, and People of the Lord; and to 
engender, ſo far as he can, Strife and Diviſion among them. 
any ſhould ſtep ahde, as to offer to wrong, or prejudge his 
Neighbour ; we do boldly aver, as a Peeple gathered toge- 
ther by the Lord unto the ſame Faith, and diſtiaguiſhed fron: 
all others by our Joiat-Teftimony and Sufferings, that we have- 
Pewer and Authority to decide and remove theic things _— 
our ſelves, without going to others to ſeek Redreſs, and this 


in it ſelf hath ſs much Reaſon, that1 cannot tell if any that are - 
not wholely prejudicate or obſtinate can blame it , for if we be- 
of one Mind concerning Faith and Religion, and that-it be eur 
Joint-Intereft oirings others unto the ſame Truth with us, 
as ſuppoling them 30 


wrongs what Confidetice can we hate: 
TY 
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to think of reclaiming them, x the Truth we profch have not 
Efficacy as to reconcile us among our (clves in the Matters of 
this World, if we be forced to go out to others for Equity and 
Fuftice,becuuſe we cannot find it among our ſelves: how can we 
expect to invite them to come among us, when ſuch Virtues as 
which ſtill accompany the Truth, are neceſfari.y ſuppoſed to 
be wanting, ſhould we affirm otherwiſe it were to deſtroy the 
Truth and Faith we have been andare in the Lord's Hand 
building up, and indeed the Spirit and Practice of (ſuch as op- 
pole us herein, hath no leſs Tendency. 

Moreover, beſides the Enforcing and Intrinſick Reaſon of 
this Thing, we have the Concurrence, Apprebation and Com- 
fort of the Apoſtles Teſtimony, 1Cor, 6. Dare any of you h4- 
vin; 4 matter againſt another gots Law before the Unjuſty, and 
not before the Saints? lf it be objefted, Do you reckgn all Un» 
juſt that are not of you? Think, ye «lt other People void of Fu 

ice ? 


I anſwer, Though the Apoſtle uſeth this Expreſhon, I am 
perſwaded he &fM not reckon all others ——Unjuft thathad 
not received then the Chriſtian Faith; there was no doubt 
Morall and Juſt Men among the Heathen, and cherefore the 
fame Paul commends the Nobility of Feſtus, he reckons them 
there Urjuft in Reſpect of the Saints, or comparatively with 
them, as ſuch as are not come to the juſt principle of God in © 
themſelves to obey it and follow it, and therefore though he 
accounts them who are leaſt efteemed in the Church ca- 
pable to decide ſuch Matters, yet he fuppoſeth it ſafer to ſub- 
mit to their Judgment in ſuch Caſes, though it were by raking 
wrong, #r [ſuffering wrong, then to go before others to the 
| —_— Repreach of the Trath.We hope though many Occa- 

1ons of this kind have fallen in among us fince we have been a 
People, none have had juſt occaſion to decline our Judgment, 
2nd though ſome fhould ſuppoſe themſelves tw be wrohged, yet 
if they ſhould go A matter before others, we might 
ſay, as the Apoftle ſaith in the forementioned Chaptef, ver.7. 
This wire thereby 4 Fault #n them, and would evidence a great: 
er Care of ſome outward Concern, then ofthe Honour and la 
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tereſt of Truth, and FIN ſaeh as have 2 tender Regard 
that Way, wonld rather fuffer what to' their Apprehenſions 
wy ſeem wrong ;, for in matters wherein two Parties are op- 
poſite in the Cale of Acaum and Tamnm, it is ſo mewhat hard to 
pleaſe both,. except where the Power of Truth, and the _ 
teous Judgment thereof reaching to that of God in the Conſci- 
ence, hath brought to a true Acknowledgment, him that hath 
been miſtaken,or in the wrong, which hath frequently fallen ont 
araong us, to thg often reficiding and conhrming our Souls is 
the certain Belief, that Chriſt was fulfiling his, Promiſes ameng 
us, In reſtoring Tudgtizas at the firſt,and Connſellors, as the 
uh, + way 

Now ſuppoſe any ſhould be fo pettiſh or humorous, x5 no! 
to agree in ſuch Matters tothe Judgment of his Brethren,and ro 
g0 before the Unbelievers( for theugh I reckon them not ſuc!h 
Unbelievers as the Heathen of old, becauſe they profeſs a Fait!! 
in God and Chriſt, yet 1 may ſafely ſay, they are Unbelievers, 
as to theſe Principles and DoQtrines which we know are the 
Trath of God, and in that Senſe muſt be Unbelievers as to hin 
that ſo appealeth ro them from his Brethren ) I ſay, ſuch as ſs 
do, firſt commit a certain Hurt and Evil in ſtaining the Honour 
and Reputation of zhe Truth they profeſs, which onghet to be 
dearer to us then our Lives, andieven in that outward Matter, 
for which they thus do, they ran a Hazard, not knowing whe - 
ther things ſhall carry as they expect ; 'if they looſe, they have 
a double prejudice, if they gainit is a too dear Rate, even with 
the Hurt of Truth's Reputation, which their outward Advan- 
tage cannot make up. If then it be'@hlawfull to do evil, that 
pood may come of it, even a Spiritual Good, far leſs is it 
awful to do a politive Eyil of ſo deep a Dye, asto bring an E- 
vil Report upon the! good Land;and give the Uncircumeiſed an 
Occalion to rcjoyce, 9vot of the Uacertain Hope ofan outward 
Gain, it 1s far better to \lffer Loſs, us the Apoſtle very well 
argues in the Place abaye mentioned. | | 

Tndeed if there be any (uch, have been; 6r'appear to be of us, 
as ſuppoſe there is vet @ wiſe: Man amon# tis aft, n.or'n mar. 
Man that 1s able 19 judo4 betwixnhis Breviiver - We ſhall not 
Ry COyet 
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covet-to meddle in their Matter, being perſwaded that cither 
they or their Cauſe is. naught (though Prailes-to Go)damoaghtf, 
thoſe that have gone from us, cither upon one Account or 0- 
ther, I never heard thatany, were ſo minded towards us, but 
the moſt part of them, having let inthe Offence of fomenthings 
or perſons, have had this Unanimous Teſtimony concernin 
us; that,generally we arc an boneſt and npright- hearted People, 
but whatever Senſe our Enemics or Apoſtates have of us, who 
look aſquint on the Face of Truth,and can (ce nothing aright in 
thoſe they love not, or are. prejudicate againſt; This we can 
ſay in the laſt Place, beſides the Reaſons and Scripture above 
declared, that the good Fruits and Effects which daily abaund 
to the Houſhold of Faith, in this as well as the other Parts of 
the Government the. Lorg 45 cftabliſhing among us, doth more 
& more conmend it unto vs,and confirmeth our Hearts in the, 
certain Belief of that which we can con fidently teſtifie in good 
Conſcience, that God bath led ma bereunts by hrs Spiru, and we 
ſee the Hand, of the Lord herein, which-in due Time will yet 
more appear, that as through our faithful Teſtimony in the 
Hand ofthe Lord that Antichriftian and Apoſtatized Generati- 
Oh, the National Adiniſtry hath received a deadly Blow by 
our diſcovering and witacling againſt their Forced Maigte- 
nance and Tythes, againſt which we have teftifhed by many 
cruel ' Suffcringy of all kinds (as our Chronicles ſhall make 
known to Generations to come) ſo that their Kingdom in the 

Hearts of Thouſagds begins to totter and looſe its Strength,and 
ſhall affuredly fall to the, Ground, through Truth's prevailing 
in the Earth,ſo on the otagr Hand,do we by coming toRighte- 
onſne(s and Ianocencyy! weaken the Strength of their Kingcom 
who judge for Rewards ( as well as ſuch as preach for Hire) 
and by not miniſtring Occaſion to thoſe, who have heaped up 
Riches, and lived in Excefs, Luſt and Riot, by feeding and 
eying upon the Iniquitiecs and Contentions of the People ; 
for as Truth and Righteouſneſs prevails inthe Earth, by our 
faithful witneGing and keeping to it, the Nations ſhall come to 
be caſed and disburdned of that deceitful Tribe of Lawyers, as 
well as Prieſt; , who by their many Tricks, aad Endleſs Intri- 
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cacies have rendeted Juſtice bee Method burdenſon to 
honeſt Men, and ſeek nor ſo much to-put an End, as te foment 
Controverſies and Contentions, that they themipes may be 
fill fed and upheld, and their Trade kept up. ereas by 
Truth's Propagation, as many of theſe Controverſies will dye 
by Mens coming to be leſs contentious, ſo when any Difference 
ariſeth, the Saints giving Judgment without Gfr or Reyara,or 
running into the Tricks and cndleſs Labyrinths of the Hawyers, 
will ſoon compoſe them, and this is that we are perſwaded the 
| Lordis bringing about in onr Day, though many do not, and 
many will not ſee it, becauſe it is indeed in a Way difterent 
and contrary to Man's Wiſdom, who arc now def Chriſt 
in his inward Appearance, becauſe of the Meannefs of it, as the 
Few: of old did him in his eutward, yet notwithſtanding there 
were ſome then that did witnels afrd could not be filent, bue 
muſt teſtific that he was come; even ſs now are there Thou- 
ſands that can ſetto their Seal, that he' hath now again the ſe- 
cond time appeared, and-is appearing in Ten Thouſands of bis 
Saints, in and among whom ( as a firſt Fruits of oe es 
that ſhall be gathered ) he is reſtoring the Golie® Bf» and 
bringing them ints che Holy Order 4nd Government of bus aan 
$on, who is ruling, and to rule in the midſt of them, ſetting 
forth the Counſellors as at the Beginning, and Judges as at 
firſt, and eftabliſhing Truth, Mercy, Righteouſneſs and Judge. 
ment agaii inthe Earth, Amen, Halelujah, | s 

: Thirdly,theſe Meetings take Care inthe Cale of Mar ri ger 
that all things be clear, and that there may nothingÞSe done 
that Procedure, which aſterwards may prove tothe Prezadict 
of Truth or of the Parties concerned, wich being an outwq 
Thing that is acknowledged in it ſelf to be lawful of the great 
e& Importance a Man or a Woman can perform in this 
and from the ſuddain, unwary or dilordeily Ptocedore whete- 
of, very great Snarcs and Reproaches may be call both pon 
the Parties and the Profeſſion owned by thent, therefore it dath 
very fitly among other things wen it 6ccurs come to be coy- 
ſidered of by the People of God, when metio ks ct6 
0 
We 


aith? 


preſerve allthings right and ſavoury inthe Hooſh65 
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bY 
ye do believe our FRss.,.Q5 watch fot Evil-——2gaint - 
'$y would be glad how promiſcuoully or diſorderly we pro- 
ceeced in this weighty Matter, that ſo they might the more 
boldly accuſe us, as Overturners of all H«mane and Chriftias; 

Oraer, but God hath not left us without his Counſel and. Wil. 

dom in this Thing, nor wilt he that any ſhould receive Juſt Oc- 
ca{ton againſt us his People, and therefore in this weighty 
Concern, we, who can de nothing againſt the Txuth, but all 
for and with 2 Regard to the Truth, have divers Teſtimonies 
for the Lord, and, 

' Firft, That we cannot marry with thoſe that walk not in, 
and obcy not the Truth, as being of another Judgment, or Fel- 
lowſhip, or pretending to it, walk not ſuitably and anfwerably 
thereto, 

Secondly, Nor can we go to the Hireling- Priefts to uphold 
their falſe and uſurped Authority, who take upon ther to mar- 
ry People without any Command or Prehident for it from the 
Law of God, 

Laſtly, Nor can we ſuffer any ſuch Kind of Marriages to 
Paſs among us, which either, as to the Degrees of Confangui- 
nity, or etherwiſe in it ſelf is unlawful, er front which there 
may be any juſt RefleQtion caſt upon our Way, As to the firſt 
two, they being Matter of Principles received and believed, it - 
is not my Work here todebate them, only ſince they are re-, 
ceived and owned as ſuch for which we can and have given our 
ſufficient Reaſons elſe. where as for our other Principles, we 
ought to care how any by walking otherwiſe bring Reproach 
upon us, Yet not to paſs them wholely by, as to the Firf, Be- 
fides the Teſtimony of the Spirit of Sod in our Hearts which is 
the Original Ground of vr Faith in all Things, we have the 
Teſtimony of the Apoſtle Paul,z Cor.6.14. Be ye not wnequal » 

yohed rogether, 6, Now if any ſhould think it were much 

rom this Scripture to plead it abſolutely unlawful, in any Caſe 
to joynin aiage was any ( however otherwiſe Sober ) be- 
cauſc of their not being one with us in all Things, 1 ſhalt ſpeak 
my Judgment . To mcit appears ſo, and to many more who 
aye obtained Mcrcy, and we think we have the Spirit of God, 
{yy , 
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but whether it be lawful or net; I can fay poſitively, it isnot+: 
expedienty neither doth it edifie, and as that which is of dan» 
gerous Conſequence, doth give juſtly Offence to the Church of 
Chriſt, an1 therefore no true tender Heart will prefer his pri- 
vateLove tothe Good argd Intereſt of the whole Body, As for | 
the Second, In that we deny the Priefts their aſſumed Avthorie .. 
ty and Power to marry, it is that Which in no wiſe we can reſile 
"wny nor can we, ownany inthe doing of it, it being a part of * 
our Teftimony againſt the UUſurpations of that Generation,who 
never yet that | ever heard of, could produce any Scripture« 
proof or Example for it, and ſecing none can pretend Conſci- 
ence inthe Matter (for they themſelves confels, that it is no 
part of the Eſſerce of Marriage } if any pretending tobe a« - 
mong us ſhould through Fear, Intereſt, or Prejudice ts the + 
Truth cone ander and bow to that Image, have we not Rea- 
ſon to deny ſuch Slaviſh and Ignoble Spirits, as mind not Truth 
and its Teſtimony ? | 
Laſtly, Seeing if any walking with us,, or going unde the - 
ſame Name, ſhould haſtily*or diſorderly go together, either 
being within the Degrees of Conſanguinity, which the Law bf 
God forbids, or that either Patty Fould Pave been former! 
under any Tye. Obligation te others, or anyother vaſt Dil. 
proportion which mighs bring a juſt Refle4ion upon 'vs from 
our Oppoſers; Canary blame us for taking Care to prevent 
theſe Evils, by appointing that C:ch as ſo defigny make ltnown - 
their Intentions to, theſe Churches or Aﬀerablies where the 
are moſt known, that jf any kno w juſt Caufe of Hinderance, 
may be mentioned, and a timons Let putto the Hurt, either 
dy Ropping it, if oy can be brought to cortdeſtend; orby 
cefuligg ro be Witneffes and Corfcurrers with ther in. 14, -f 
they will not? for we take not upon vs t6 hinder any to: mar»: 
x any ye; then by Advice, or difcoricerriing oup ſelves ; act- 
ther do we judge that ſuch 4s do marry cdmtraryto our Mindy) 
that therefoxe their Marriage is null-and- void ig ir ſelf,, or may - 
be. diffolyed. afterwards, nay, all our —— » in & holy 
Care for the Truth , for if the Thing be right, all that we do's: 
to be Wixneſſys, and if ocherwile; that we may-ſay- for our. 
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Viellication to ſuch as may uphraid us therewith, that weed- 
p + ooo and did no wayes concur inthe Matter, that fo 
y may bear their own Burden, and the Truth and 
| of God + wt , People 
_ Nowlam confident that our Way ftcrein is ſo anſwerable to 
Reaſon and Chriſtianity, that none will blame us therefore, 
except, Either (uch whoſe [rregu'ar and Impatient Lufts can- 
not (uffer a Serious and Chriſtian Examination, and an adviſed 
and moderate Procedure,or ſuch who watching for evilagainſ 
us, are farry we ſhould proceed ſo orderly, and would rather 
we ſhould ſuffer all manner of wr and Abominations, 
that they might have the more to lay againſt us ; but the Sotid 
and Real Reaſons we have for our Way herein, will ſufficieac- 
Y plead for us in the Hearts of all Sober Men; and moreover, 
rac Teſtimony of God's Spirit in our Hearrs doth abundantly 
confirm us, both againſt the Folly of the ene, and the Envy of 
the other, 

Fexrthly, There being nothing more needful then co pre- 
lerye Men and Women in Righteouſneſs after they are brought 
nts it, and alſo nothing more certain, then that the great E- 
nemy of Man's Soul ſecks daily how he may draw back again, 
and catch thoſe who have in ſome meaſure eſcaped his Mares, 
and known Deliverance from them, therefore do we alſo meer 
together,that we may reccive an opportunity to underſtand if a- 
ny haye fallen under bis Temptations that we may reſtore them 
again if poſſible, ' or otherwiſe ſeparate them from us': Surely 
if we did not ſo we might be ;oftly blamed, as ſuch, aus 
whom it were lawful to commit any Evil uateproved, indeed 
this were tobe guilty of that Zibertiniſm, which ſome kave 
fallly accuſed us ofs/ an4 which hath been our Care all along, 
as became' the People of God to_ avoid,” therefore have we! 
ſought always to keepthe Houſe clean, by faickfully reproving! 
and removing according ro the Nature of the Offence, and the: 
Scandal following thereupos z private things privarely,8 pub- 
lick things publickly : W- delire not to propagate Hurt, and: 


defile Peoples Minds with telling them ſuch things #5 tend>nuv - 


» cdife do we not ſo cover over bf ſm>othove rany?! 
" _—_— Wicked- 
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Wickedneſs;as not to dea] roundly with the Perſona gy 
coping. hen to take away the Scandal in their acknay 
ment before all to whoſe Knowledge it hath. comes. yet 
we not our ſelves obliged to tell chat 5n Gath, or | publiſh chatus: 
the Streets of Askeclon, which makes the Daughters of rhhe Un LA 
enmciſed rezoyee, or ftrenghthen_ Arheiſts and Ranters inthe; 
Obduredneſs, who feed more upon the Failings of the Saints, 
then to imitate their true Repentance, and therefore where we 
find an Uafcigned Rezurning tothe Lord, we defirenot.toren 

hath forgotten, nor yet to throw... *. © 
Offegees in the Way ofthe weak, thatthey may ſtumble he 


And therefore 1 conclude, that our Cart a3to theſe Things , 
alſo, 1s moſt needful, and a Part of that Order and Government 
which the Church of Chrift never was nor can be without, . as 
doth abundantly appear by divers Scriptures hevetefore ment: - 


% 
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SECTION Sixth. 


Hyw far this Goyernment doth extend in Matters 
S»iritual, and parely conſcientious, 


HUS far I have conſidered the Order 4nd Governmeyt 
of the Churchas it reſpects 0:1t ward things,an. d-itsAu- 
thoriry im condemning or removing ſuch things which ahem: 
ſelves are Evil, as being thoſe which none will readily juſtife, 
the Neceſſity of which things is ſuch, that few but will acknow- 
ledge the Care and Order in theſe Caſes, to be commendable 
ano expedicnt. x $7 1965 141 boys 
Now 1 come to conſider things of another kind, which ei- 
ther verily are, or are ſuppoſed to be Afatters of Conſernce, 
or at leaft wherein People may lay claim to Conſciemola the 
acting or forbearing of them, in which the great Queſtion is, 
How far in ſuch C aſes the Church may gove poſitive Orders, or 
j ' Rule 
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Rides? How far ler Aithoriy reacheth, or maybe ſuppoſed to 
be binding, aid ought to be ſubmuted to? For the better clear- 
ing and Examination of which, it will be fit to conſider, 

Firſt, Whether the Church of Chriſt have Power in any Caſes 
that are Matters of Chnſcience, to give a poſitive Sentence and 
Deciſion, which may be obligatory upon Belwwvers ? 

Secondly, If ſo, in what Caſes 414d Reſpeit: ſhe may ſo do? 

Thirdly, Wherein eonſiſterh the Freedom and Liberty of Con- 
ſrience, which may be exerciſed by the Members f the true 
Church diver ſly without juds ing one another, 

And Laſtly, /n whom the Power deciſtve is in Caſe of Conggs: 
_— or Contention in ſuck Matters, which will alſe lcad us to 
obſerve the vaſt Difference betwixt us and the Papiffs, and 0- 
thers in this particular, 

As te the Firſt, Whet ber the Chureh of Chriſt have Power in any 
Caſes that are Alatters of C onſcience, to grove 4 poſitive Sentence 
and Deci,;on, which may be obl:g attry wpon Bilievers, 

I «nſwer aftrmatively, ſhe hath, and ſhafi prove it from di- 
vers Inſtances, both from Scripture and Reaſon ; for firft, all 
Principles and Articles of Faith, which arc held doQtrinally are 
in ReſpeR to theſe that belicve them. matters of Conſcience : 
We know the Papiſts do out of Conſcience, ſuch as are zeal- 
- eus among them, adore, worſhip and pray to Angels, Saints 

and Images, yes, and to the Eucharsft, as judging it to be real- 
ly Chriſt Feſus, & ſo do others place Conſcience in things that 
are abſolutely wrong : Now I ſay, we being gathered together 
into the Belief of certain Principles aad Doctrines without a- 
ny Conſtraint or worldly Reſpect, -but by the meer Force of 
Truth upon our Underſtanding, and its Power and Influence 
upon out Hearts ; theſc Principles, and DoGtines, «nd the 

r Practices necfla: ily depending 
'* Yet this net ſo the Bend, vpon them,are as it were the 
but that we have alſo a more - Terms that have drawn us to- 
inwgrd and inviſible, to wit, gether *and the Bond by which 
| the Life of Righteouſneſs, we became centered into cnc 
/ where by we alſo have Unity Body and Fellowſhip, and di- 
with the upright Seed in aff, Vinguiſhed from others, Now 
even if 
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if any one or more ſo engaged even '1n thoſe whoſe Under- 
with us ſhould ariſe to-teach ms nee yet 'ſo en- 
any other Do&rine or'Do- lig bue theſe who are 
Arines contrary to theſe which once enlightned this is 4s an 
were the Ground of our being ourward Fond; and if t 
One, who can deny but the ſuffer themſelves to be Por 
Body | hath Power in ſuch a "med through Diſobedience, 
Caſe te declare, this is not ac- which «s it does in the.outward 
cording t»theTruth we profeſs, Bond ſo it deth in the inward. 
and therefore we pronounce 
ſuch and ſuch DoGtrines to be wrong, with which we cannot 
have Unity, ner yet any more Spiritual Fellowſhip with thoſe 
as hold them, and ſo ſuch cut themſelves off from being Mem- 
bers, by diffolving the very Bond by which: they were linked 
to the Body : Now this cannot be accounted Tyranny and Ops 
preſſion no more then in a Civil Society if one ofthe $cejery 
ſhall contradit one or more of the fundamental Articles 
which the _ was contrated,it can be reckon d a ny 
iniquity in the whole Seczery,to declare that ſuch Contraditors 
have done wrong and forfeited their Right in that Society ; in 
ca(e by the original conſtitution the Nature of the ContradiQtion 
implys ſuch a Forfeiture as uſually it is, and will no-doube hold 
im Religious Matters; as, if a Body be gathered into one Fel- 
lowſhip, by the Belicf of certain Principles, he that comes to 
believe otkerwayes natvrally ſcattereth himſelf, for that the 
Cauſe that gathered Hm is taken away - and fo thoſe. that a- 
bide conſtant, in declaring the thing to be fo as it is, and in 
looking upon him and witneffing of him to others (if need be) 
to be ſuch as he has made himſelf, do him no Injury : 1 hall 
make the Suppoſition in the general,and let every People make 
the Application to themſelves, abſtrating from us, and chen 
let Conſcience and Rea'on in every impartial Readerdeclare, 


whether or notit doth not hold ; Suppoſe a People really ga- 


thered unto the Belief of the true and certain Principles of the 
Goſpel, if any of theſe people ſhall ariſe and contradift 

of thoſe fundamental T r«ths, whether has not ſi:ch as ſtand 

right to caſt ſuch a one out un among them, & to pronornce 
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policively, this is contrary to & Truth we profeſs a1.d (191, ava 
4 heref, ore ou? by to be rejefFid, and net received, nar yet be that a/-, 
ſerts it, as oneof m.: And is not this obli y vpon all :'< 
Members, ſeeing all are concernedisn the like Care, as to them 
(elves, to hold the right, and ſhut out the wrong ? I-cannot te! 
if any man'of Reafon can well deny this, however | fall preve 
it, next from the Teſtimony of the Scripture, Gal, r. 8. 5«: 
though we, or an Angel from Heayen, preach any other Goſpc! 
unto you then that which we have preashed unte you, les him bs 
Acturſed, Awe ſaid before, ſo ſay I now agein, If. any »147; 
preach any other Goſpel unto you, then thes ye bave received, et 
bim be accarſcd. 

1 Tim. 1.19,20, He'ding Faith: and; 4 Good Conſciexce, 
—— having put away, concerning Faith have meds ſus. 
wrac 

Of whom 1 Hymeneus and Alexander, whom. I have delrve- 
red unte Satan, that they may learn not to blaſpheme, 

2 John 10., If there come any untse you, and bring not this De: 
Hriney recrive him not Snto your Houſe, neither bid. him Ke- 
Joyce ; fer ſothe Greek hath it, 

Theſe Scriptures are fo plain and clear in themſelves, «s tc . 
this Purpoſe, that they necd no great Expoſition tothe Unby- 
aſſed and Unprejudicate Reader, fore-iceing it is fo that in 
the true Church there may men ariſe,and (p wo p*rverſe things, 
contrary tothe Doftrine and Goſpel already received, what 
is to be the place of theſe that hold the pure gnd ancient Truth? 
Muſt they look theſe perverſe men ſtill as.their Brethren? 
Muſt they. cheriſh-them as. Fellew-Mcmbers, or muft they 
judge, condema and deny them ? We muſt not think the A. 
Poſtle wanted Charity, who will have them Accar/ed, and 
that gave # and Alexaxd:y over to Satan after that 
they had departed from the; true Faith, that they might learn 
not coBlaſpheme. 1n ſhore, If we muſt (as our Oppoſers herein 
acknowledge) preſerve and keepthoſe that are come to own 
the Truth by che ſame means they, were gathered and brought 
ingo it, we muſt net ceaſe. to be plain, with them, and tell 
them when they arc wrong, and by ſound Dorine don: 

| or 
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'hort and convince Gainſayers : If the Apoſtles of Chriſt ox 
old, and the Preachers of the Everlaſting Goſpel in this day, 
had told all pcople, hewever wrong they found them in their 
Faith and Prigciples,our Charity and Love is ſuch, we dare not 
juds youner ſeparate from youbur let we alt live im Lote together, 
& cvery one 1n1ey bus en Opinions all will be well how ftievld 
the Nations have been, or what way now can they be brought 
to Truth and Righteouſneſs? Would nottte Devil love tis 
Dottrine well, by which Darkneſs and Ignorance, Error and 
Confuſion might ſtill continue in the Earth unreproved and un- 
'condemance ? If it was needful then for the Apoſtles of Chrift, 
in the dayes of old, to reprove, without ſparing to tell the 
High Prieſts and great Pro the Fews, That they 
ware ftnbborn and ſtiff-neched, and alnayes refiſted the” Holy 
Ghoſt, without being guilty of hmpoſitien and O , or 
want of true Love and Charity : And-alſo, for Meſſen. 
gers the Lord raiſed up in this day to reprove and*cry out 'a- 
gaiaſt the Hireling Pticſts, and to tell the World 6 both 
Profcffors and Prophane, that they were in Darknels and Igno-+ 
-rance, out of the Truth, Strangers and Aliens from the Com- 
moÞp- wealth of /ſracl ; if God has gathered aPeople by this 
means irito the Bclicf of one and the fame Truth, muſt nct 
they that turn and depart from it be admoniſtied,” reproved 
and condemned ? yea,rather then thoſethat are not yet come'to 
the Truth, becauſe they 'crucifie afreſh unto themſelves the 
Lord of Glory, and pur him to open Shame : It ſecms the 
Apoſtle judged it very reedful they ſhould be fo 'dealt with, 
Ti, 1, 10. when he ſaycs, There are' unruly and vain 
Tatkers and Decervers, ef} cially l _ the Cirtamciſion, 
WHOSE MOUTHS MUST BE STOPPED; '&e. erc 
ſuch a Principle to be received or believed, That in the Church 
of Chrift no man (hould be, ſeparated from, no man condem- 
ned or excluded the Fellawihip and Communion of the Body, 
for his Judgment or Opinion in Matter 'of Faith, then what 
Blaſphemits ſo berrid, what Hereſi.s ſo daninable, what De- 
Eric of Devils, but might tacbour 'it felf in the Church 
of Ch-ift * What nced then of ſound DoCtrine, if no Do- 
G 2 &rine 
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Arine make unſound, what need of convincing and Exhorting 
Gainſayers ? lt to Gainſay be no Crime, where ſhould the 
Unity of the Fai b be ? Were not this an Inlet to all manner of 
Abominations, and make void the whole tendency of Chrift 
and his Apoſtles DoGtrine, and render the Goſpel of none cf- 
fe, and give a Liberty to the unconſtant and giffdy |W ill of 
Man, to innovate, alter and overturn it at his Pfealure. So 
that from all that is above-mentioned, we do ſafely conclude, 
that where a People are gathered together into the Belief of 
the Principles and Doctrines of the Goſpel of Chriſt, if any 
of that People fhall go from their Principles, and affert things 
falſe and contrary te What they have already received, ſuch 
as. ſtand and abide firm in the Faith have Power by the Spirit of 
God, aſter they have uſed Chrifian Endeavours to convince 
and reclaim them, upon their obſtinacy ts ſeparate from ſuch, 
and to exclude them from their ſpiritual Felowfhip and Com- 
munion ; for otherwayes, if this be denyed, farewel to all 
Chriſtianity, or to the maintaining of any ſound Doctrine in the 
Church of Chriſt, 

But ſecondly, Taking it for granted that the Chureh of Chriſt 
or Aﬀembly of Believers, may in ſome Caſes that are Matter 
of Conſcience, pronounce a poſitive Sentence and Judgment 
without hazard of Impolitien upon the Members, it comes to 
be inquired; 1» what Caſes and how far this Power rtached ? 

I anſwer, Firff, As that which is moſt clear and vundeny- 
able in the f-ndamental Principles and DoQtrines of Faith in 
Caſe any ſhould otter to teach otherwayes, as is above. decla-« 
red and proved ; but ſome may perhaps acknowledge that in- 
deed, if any ſhould contradict the known and owned Princi- 
ples of Truth, and teach otherwayes, it were fit to caſt out 
and exclude ſuch, But what judgeſt thou as to lefſer matters, 
as in Principles of leſs Conſequence, or in outward Ceremo- 
nies or Geſtures, whether it be fit to preſs Unif9rmity in thele 
things ? For Anſwer to this, it is fit to conſider, | 

Firſt, The Nature of things themſelves, 

Secondly, The Spirit and Ground they proceed from, 

And Thirdly, The Conſequence and Tendincy of thern, 

+ Bug 
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ES RE. | affirms. and thataccord- 
ing to Truthy, That as the Church: and: Aﬀembly:of "God's 
People, may and hath Power to decide by the Spirit of | God in 
Matters fundamental and weighty (without which no-Deeiſt- 
on nor Decree in whatever Matters is available) fo the-fame 
Church and Aſſembly alſo in other Matters of leſs Moment, 
as to themſelves, yer being needful and expedjent with zRe- 
ſpeſit to the, Circumſtance of Time, Place and other thirigs 
that may fall ig, may and hath Power, &y the ſame-Spurity, aud 
no etherwayes, being afted, maved' alifted, and led by 
it thereto, to pronounce a poſitive Judgment, which no-doubt 
will be found obligatory upon: all ſuch - who have a Senſe and 
Feeling, of the Mind of the Spirit, though rejected by ſuch as 
arc not watchful, and ſo are out. of the Feeling and Uniry of 
the Life ; and this is that which none-that own 1 ate 
Revelation, or a being inwardly led by the Spirit; to be now 2 
thing expetted or diſpenſed to the Saints,” can without contra- 
dicting their own Principle deny, far-lefs- fach with: whom 1 
have to do in this Matter, who claiming this Priviledge to Par- 
ticulars, ſaying, Ther*rhey being | moved to do. ſuch and fuck 
things, though comrary tothe Alind ant Senſe of thtir Brethren, . 
are not tobe judged fer its, adding, Why may «t not be ſo, that 
God hath moved themto4t, Now, if this be a ſufficient Rea- 
ſon for them to ſuppoſe as to one or two, --1 may without: ab- 
ſurdity ſuppoſe itas well ro the whole Body ; and therefere 
as to the firſt, to wit, The Nature of the things themſelves, 

[f it be ſuch a thing,the doing or not daing whereof, thatis ci- 
ther any AR or the Forbearance of any may bring a real Re- 
proach or Ground of Accuſation againſt 'the Truth profeſſed 
and owned,and in & through which there may a viſible Schi/m 
and Difſenſion ariſe in the Church, by which Truth's Enemies 
may be gratified, and it (cif hrought into diſcſteem, then it is 
fit for ſugh whoſe Care is to keep all-right, to :take Inſpettion 
m the Matter, to meet together in the Fear, of God, to wait 
for his Counſel and te (peak.forth his Mind according as he 
ſhall manifeſt himſelf in and them; 3nd this was tbe - 
Praflice of the primitive Church. jache Matter of Chant 
on 
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fon ; for here lay the Debate, ſome thought it not needfyl 


to circumciſe the Gentiles, others thought it a thing not to be 
diſpenſed with, and no doubt of theſe (for we muſt remem- 
ber they were not the Rebcllious Fews, but ſuch as had alrea- 
dy believed in CHRIST ) there were that did it ovt of 'Con- 
ſcience, as judging 'Circumcifion to be fill obligatory; for 
they faidthus, Except ye be Circumeiſed after the manner of 
Moſes,ye cannot be ſaved : Now what Conrſe took the Chorch 
of Amechrin theſe Caſes ? As 15,2,m— They derermined that 
Paul and Barnabas, and certain other of them, ſhould go wnto 
Jeruſalem, «nto the Apoſtles and Elders about this Queſtion, 
We muſt not ſuppoſe they wanted the Spirit of God at An. 
1t50ch to have decided the Matter, neither that theſe Apo- 
files neglefted or went from their inward Guide in underta- 
king this Joerney 3 yerwe ſee they judged it meet in this Mat-" 
ter to have'the Advice and Concurrence of the Apoſtles and 
Elders that were at Jeruſalem, that they might be all of one 
miad in the matter; for there is no greater Property of the 
Church of Chriſt then pure Unity in the Spirit'that 'is a 'Con- 
ſeating and oneneſsin Judgment and Prattices in Matters of 
Faith and Worſhip (which yet admits of different Meafures, 
Growths and Morions, but never contrary and contradiftory 
Ones. and in theſe Diverfities of Operations, yet ftill by the 
ſame Spirit, the true Liberty is exerciſed, as ſhall be declared 
hereafter) Therefore prayeth Chriſt, Thar they aff may br one 
& be and the Father w one ;, to which P alſo tet theſe 
following Scriptures be examined : 

Rom, 12, 16, Be of the ſame Mind one towards another, 

x Cor. 1. 10, Now [ beſcech you, Brethren, by the Name of 
our Lord Jeſus Chrift, that ye all ſpeak the ſame thing, and that 
there be no _—_— among you ; but that ye be yerfel# ly joyned 
together in the ſame Aind, and in the ſame Fudy ment. 

Ephelſ. s, 21, Submitting \your ſebves enero another in the 
Fear of G 

Phil. 2. 2. Fulfil ye my Foy, that ye be lke-minded, having 
ohe ſame Love, lodge of ave avoerd of ane Adind, | 
And yet more remarkable is that wf the on Fu hs 
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the Plulippians, Chap. 3, Verl. 14, :Let % therefore, as many” 
a be perfeB, be thug minded, and if #n any thing ye be- «there, 
wayes-mind:d, God ſhalbreveal even thu unto you, 

Nevertheleſs, wherets we have already attained, let me walk.. 
dy the ſame Rule, let us mind the ſame thing, | 

Brethren, be Follower rrogether of me, and markthem which 
malk ſo, . « ye bave ws for an Example, © | 

So here, though the Apoſtle grants Forbearance in things - - 
wherein they have not yet attained, yet he concludes they 
muſt walk fo, asthey have him for an le, and-{o cons- 
ſequently not contrary or otherwaycs, and therefore we con- 
clude, that whereas any in the Chuxch. of Gog. | 


however inſignificant or ſmall, in themſel 
pies or Praftices, yer if they be contrary Y fuch avare alrea-- 
dy received as truc, and confirmed. by God's Spirit in the 

Hearts of the Saints, and that the in ing of thee things - 
tendto bring Repreach upon the Truth, as ſuch asare not £%1« 
fying in themſelves, avid fo tumble the Weak; thole who 

have a true and right Diſcerning, may. in «nd.by the Power of 
God 4ut horizons them (and no elm} (yore and judge 
ſuch things, and they lo doing ity it will. be obligatory upon 
all the Mender ee becauſe they will feel | 
it-to be ſs, and therefore ſubmit to-it. » + al } 

And thus far as tothe Nature ofthe things themſclves.... 

Secondly, As to the Spiris. and Ground rhey frocced from, 
Whatſoever Innovation, Difference os diverſe Appea- 
rance, whether in DoQtrine or PraQtice, proccede 
from the pure Moving of the Spirit of God, or 
ont of pure :Tenderneſs of = beg | 
that. which being pul up affeQteth: 
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tural Tempers, which will 
and ſecretly begetting of 
tiont; by whicl 
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is teffened or rent ;, 1 ſay, al 235 proceeding from this Root 
and Spitit, however little they may be ſuppoſed to be of them. 
ſelves, -are to be guarded againſt, withitood and denyed, as 
hurtful to the true Church's Peace, and '« Hindrance to the 
Proſperity of Truth, 

If itbe laid, How know'ye that theſe things proceed from that 
' Ground ? 

'For An{wer,! make not here any Application as to particular 
Perſons or Things ;but if it be granted ( as it cannot be denied ) 
that there may ariſe Perſons in the true Church, that may do 
ſuch Things from ſuch a Spirit, though pretending Conſcience 
and Tenderneſs, then it muſt alſo be acknowledged, that ſuch 
to whom God hath given a rrue Diſcerning by his Spirit, may 
and ought to judge ſuch Prattices, and the Spirit they come 
from, and have no Unity with them, which if ic be owned in 
the General proves the” Caſe, to wit, that ſome pretending 
Conſcience in Things ſeeming indifferent, bur yet it procced- 
ing in ther from « Spirit of Singularity, Emulation or Strife, 
thoſe that have received a D _— thereof from the Lord, 


[ 

may and ought te judge the Tranſgrefioes, withont being ac- 
counted Impeſers, Oppreſſors of Conſcience, or laforcers of 
Uniformity contrary to the Mind of Chriſt, againſt which the 
Apoftle allo guardeth the Churches of old. 

YC Phil. 2, 3, 4. Let nothing be done through Strife or Vain« 
Glory, but *n Lowlinsſs of Mind let each rftrem other BETTER 
THEN THEMSEBFES. 


on the Thin gs of others. 

, "Now if it bean Evil to do any __ of Strife, thus fach 
Things that are ſeen ſo to be done;are they not to he av: ided & 
forſaken So that we are confident our Jadgment hercin carrot 
be denied,or ed Erroncous,encept it be (aid that none will 

'&r can ariſe in theChurch ofChriſt, pretending ( (ch things from 
ſack a Spirit, which I know not any that will, it being contrary 
to theexpreſs Prophecies of the Scripture,& the Experience of 
the Church in all Ages;as may appear from, 24ar,24.24. 42; 


Iy.24. 


Look n#t every Man on bis own Things, but every Man alſ 


(57) 

15.24.1 Tim,4.F5. 2Tim.3, 8. Marki;. 21, 22, 2 Pet, 
2.19. Oronthe other Hand, that thoſe that abide faichful, 
and bave a Diſcerning of thoſe Evils ought to be ſilent, and 
never ought to reprove and gainſtand them, nor yet warn and 
guard others againlt them, and that it is2 part of the commen- 

e Unity of the Church of Chriſt, to ſuffer all ſuch Things 
without taking Notice of them. 1 know none will ſay ſo, but 
ifrhere be any ſo focliſh, 2640 affirm it, let them confider theſe 
Scriptures, Gal, 2, 4.17.m,1,20.2 Tim. 3. 243 25. T1, 
9, 10, 11, 

Now if none of theſe hold true, but on the contrary ſuch E- 
vils have been and may be found to creepin ameng the People 
of God, and that ſuch as {ee them may and ovght to reprove 
themgrhen neceſſarily the.doing ſo, is neit! cr |mpoſition Force 
nor Oppreſſion. 

As to the third, concerning the Conſequence and Tendency 
of them, it is moſtly incl in the two former, for whatſo- 
ever tendeth not to Edification, but on the contrary to Deſtru- 
Qiion, and to beget Diſcord _ Brethren, is to be avoid- 
ed, according to that of the Apoſtle, Rom. 16. 17. Now [| 
beſcech you Brethren, mark them which cauſe Drviſiont and Of- 
fences, contrary to the Dottrine which ye bave learned, and 4- 
void them. 

And fince there is n" greater Mark of the People of God 
then to be at Peace among themſelves, whatſoever tendeth to 
break that Bond of Love agd Peace, muſt be teftificd againſt ; 
letit be obſerved 1 peak always of the Church of Chriſt indeed, 
and deal with f'.ci: as are of another Mind,not as reckoning on - 
ly falſe Churches not to have this Power, but denying it even 
ro the true Chi-rch of Chrit, »s judging it not fit for her ſo to 
aft, as inrelation to her Members ; for though Chriſt be the 
prince of Peace, and doth maſt of all commend Love and Uni- 
ty to his Di\ciples, yet | alſo know he came not to ſend Peaces 
but a +word, that is, in dividing Man from the Luſts and Sins 
he bark been united to and alſo it is the Work « f his Diſciples 
and MeſT-ngers to break the Bunds and Unity of the Wicked, 

wherein they arc bande1 againſtGod & his Truth, & the Cone 
H teceracy 
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federacy of ſuch as ſtand in Unrighteouſneſs, by inviting and 
bringing as many as will obey, unto Righteouſneſs, whereby 
they become diſunited and ſeparated from their Companions, 
with whom they were eentered & af Peace in the contrary and 
curled Nature ; and indeed bleſſed are they that are ient forth 
of the Lord to ſcatter here, that they may gather into the U- 
nity of the Life ;- and they are bleſſed that in this Re'pet,even 
for Righteouſneſs Sake arc ſcattered and ſeparated from their 
Brethren, that they may come to know the Brotherhood and 
Fellowſhip which is in the Light, from which none ought to 
ſcatter nor to be ſcattered, bat be more and mere gathered 
thereunto,& this leads me to what I propoſed in the third Place 
under this Headof theſtrue Church's Power in Matt: rs Spiritu- 
al, or purely Conſcientious, which may be thus: objected, 

If thou plead ſo much for an Onencſs in the ſmalleft Matters, 
wherein conſiſteth the Freedom and Liberty of the Conſcience 
which may be exerciſed by the Members of the true Church 
diverſly without judging one another? 

In anſwer to this Propoſition, 1 affirm, firſt m general, 
That whatſoever Things may be ſuppoſed to proceed from the 
ſame Spirit, though divers in its Appearance, tending to the 
ſame End of Edikcation, and which in the Tendency ot it,lay- 
th not a real Ground for Divifion or Difſeahon of Spirit, Fel- 
low. Members ought not only to bear one another, but ſtrength. 
en one another in them, 

Now the Reſpects wherein this may be, 1can deſcribe no 
better then the Apoſtle Pau! doth principally in ewo Places, 
which therefore will be fit to conſider —at length for the 0- 
pening of this Matter, this being one of the weightieſt Points 

tatning to this Subject, becauſe as on the one Hand due For- 

arance ought to be exerciſed in its right Place, ſo on the 0- 
ther, the many Devices and falſe Pretences of the Enemy 
creeping in here ought to be guarded againR. 

The firft is, 1 Coy, 12. from 4. to 31. thus: 
4 Now there are Diverſaties of Gifts, but the ſame Spirit, 
$ And thera are Difference of Adminiſtrations, but the ſame 


6 And 
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6 And there are Diverſoie of Operations, but it %: fs flive 
Gyd which worketh all in «ll. 

7 But the Manifeſtation of the Spirit is s given to every man ts 

profic wwhal; 

8 For to one is given by the Spire the word of Wiſdom, to 6- 
nother the Word Ft nowledge by the ſame Spire, © 

9 Toanether Fauk by the ſame Spirit, to Ls the Gifts 
of Healing by the ſame Spirit , 

10 To another the Working of Miracles, to anather Proyhecy, 
to anocher D ſcerning of Spirits, to another divers kjnds ; 
Tongues, to another the Interpretation of Tongaes, 

11 But 4 theſe worketh that one and the [4f ſame Spirit, di- 
viding to eve ARDEN a be will; 

12 For 4s the Body «4 one, and hath many Members, and af 
the Members of that one Rody bring many are- one Body, fe alſo 
5s Chr 

13 4. by one Spirit are we all baptized into one Body, whe» 
ther we be Jews or Gentiles, whether we be bor'd or free, and 
have been «ll made to drink wnto one Spirit ; 

14 For the Body is not one Member, but many, 

r5 If the Foe! ſha ſe , becauſe 1 am not the Hand, I am not 
of the Body ;, 8%; cs Ire not of the Body? 

16 And if the Kar ſhall ſay, becauſe 4 net the Eye, I am 
not of the Body, is it not therefore of the Body ? 

17 If the whole Body were an Eye, where were the Hearing? 
If the whole were Hearing, where were the Smclling ? 

18 But now hath Ged fr the Members every one x FRA the 
Bod) as it hath pleaſed bim, 

19 Andif they were all one Member, where were the Body? 

20 But now are they many Members, yet but «ne Body. 

21 And the Eye cannot ſay unto the Hand, I heave no need of 
thee, nor again, the' Head io the Feet, I have no need of you ; 

22 Nay, much more theſe Members of rbe Body which ſeem” 
ro be more feeble. are neceſſary, 

213 And thoſe Members of the Body which we think. to be leſs 
bonoxr able, «pon theſe e we beftow more abundant Honoxr, nd our 
ancomely Parts have more abundant Comluntff 
H 2 24 Fer 
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2.4 For our comely Parts have no Need, but God bath tempe- 
red the Budy together, having gruen more abundant Honour to 
that Part which lacked, 

25 That there ſhould be no Sciiſm in the Body, but that the 
Alc 1nbers ſhould have the fame Care one of another |; 

26 And whether one Member ſuffer, all the Members ſuffer 
withi ? or one Member be benoured, all the Members rejoyee 
with ut ? 

27 Now ye are the Bidy of Chriſt, and Members in perti- 
cular ; ; 
28 And Ged hath ſet ſome #n rhe Church, firſs Apoſtles, ſe- 
condarsly Prophets, thirdly Teathers, after that Miracls, then 
Gifts of tiealing, Helps, Governments, Diver ſites for Tongues, 

29 Are all Apoſtles? Are all Prophets? Are all Teachers? 
Are all We kers of Adiracles ? 

30 Have all the Gifts of Healing ? Do all ſpeak with Tongues? 
Do «ll imterpret? 

 Wrick I-would not have ſet down at large, but that there 
be ſome fo careleſs ( eſpecially in Matters they like not ) that 
they will ſcarce be at the pains ſeriouſly to read over a Citation 
only named; and that allo this being preſented before the 
Reader in the Currext of the Diſcourle, will fix the Nature of 
my Application the more in his Underſtanding ; for the Apo- 
fil: ſhews here. the Variety of the Operations of the divers 
Members of the Body of Chriſt, wor king roone and the ſame 
Endzas the divers Members of a Man's Body towards theMain- 
taining and upholding of the whole. 

Now t1eſe are not placed in contrary Workings; for ſo 
they would deſtroy one another, and (o the Apoſtle in the or- 
dering of them in three ſeveral kinds proves this. Firſt, Diver. 
fities of Gifts, Secondly, Differences of Adminiſtrations. Third- 
lv, Dicerſits:s of Operations, and that which is the Bond that 
keeps tl e Onencls, here he alſo mentions, to wit, The [ame 
Sp:rit, the ſam Lord, the ſame God, the Apoſtle names no. 
thing of Contraricty or Oppoſition ; but leſt any ſhov1Id be 
ſo critical, as to ring ig here the School. Diſtinion of contre. 

rium oppe ſitum and contradiftorinm, I ſhall not deny b'1t Con- 
| tfraricty 


$ 


- 
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traricty.or Oppoſition inthe Senſe itis ſometimes taken, may 
be found in the Body wichout Schiſm, as. the comely Parts 
may be (aid to be oppoſite, or contrary to the uncomely, or 


the left Hand contrary to the right, or the Foot oppoſite to the 


Head, as the vppermoſt Part te the undermoſt, orthe Deing 
a Thing is contrary to the Forbearing of it; but as for thar 
which is acknowledged to be Propeſitiones, or Termini contra» 
«4 &ori), that is, contradiftory Propoſitions, which are in 
themſelves irreconcitiable, whereof one 'muſt | be ſtill wrong, 
and that ſtill deſtroy one another, and work contrary Effects, 


- they are not at all admitted, nor ſuppoſed to be in the Body of 


Chriſt , as 1 ſhall give in one Inſtance, ver. 8. To one is 91169 
by the 4 the Word of Wiſdom, to another the Word of 
K nowledze by the ſame Spirit, Firſt, here arc two diffcrent 
Gifts but not contrary, Secondly, There may ſomething like: 
Contrariety inthe Senſe afore- mentioned, be here fuppoled.a | 
ſorne may want this Gift of Wiſdom and Knowledge, and fo 
to have is contrary to want ( though as to theſe two, none may 
be ab'olutely laid to want them, yet all have them nor in the 
ſame Degree, as a ſpecial Gift, thovgh as to ſome Gifts there 
may be an abſolute want, as that of M'*recles, and Int erpre-. 
tation of Tongues ) but ſhould I ſuppo'e ſic) a Canrentiety,” 
or more properly a ContradiCtion, as to # :/dom to oppoſe 
Fully, and to Knowledge Utter Ignorance ; this were an Op. 
Ron not to be admitted of in the Body, becauſc it were 
alſe to ſuppoſe tat to | rag from the ſame Spirit, and ſuch 
Contrarietics or Diverhties, as cannot juſtly þe ſuppoſed to. 
proceed from the ſame Spirit of God, which is the Bond that 
links together cagnot be mutually- entertained in the Body - 
So the Differences ani Diverſities which the Apoſtle admits of 
while he ſpeaks largely in this Matrer, is that none ought to be 
offended at his Brother, that he bath not the ſame Work and 
Offce in the Body that he hath bot that every one keep in 


| his own Place, as God hath appointed them;that neither them. 


that are ſet in a higher Place deipiie them that are (et in aJow- 


Þ. by them that are (ct in a lower grudge and repine at ſuch 


as are ſet higher, but all work in their proper Place (march. 
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the Edification of the whole,' and that the Apotle intends this, 
is manifeſt where he draws to a Concluſion, ver. /27. Now 
ye are the Body of Chriſt and Members in particular, and God 
hath ſet ſome mm the Church, firſt, Apoſtl:s, ſecondarily, Pro- 
phcrs,&c. and then he ſubſumes, Ave af Apoſtles? Kc. which 
the ſame Parlagain confirms, Epbe/.4, $,11;to the 17th,which 
was the ſecond Place"l intended, and ſhall only mention for 
Brevity ſake, leaving the Reader to confiler of it at his Lei- 
ſure. This is alſo held forth by the Beloved Diſciple Fobr in 
his Threefold Diſtintion, x Fobn 2. 12, 13, Of Fathers, Young 
Aen, and lutle Children,and by Peter, 1 Pet, 5. tr, eo. inthat 
of Elders and Younger, The truc Liberty then m the Church of 
Chriſt is exerciſe, whenas one jufgeth not another in theſe 
different Places,but live inLove together,al! minding theU nit 
and general good of the Body, and to work their own Wor 
in their own Place ; allo the Forbcarance of the Saints is cxer« 
ciſed, whenas they judge not one another for being found inthe 
different appearance , either of Doing or Forbearing, which 
_ be!peculiar to their ſeveral Places and Stations in the 
y;for that there is & may be Diverſitics of Works,there is 
excellently well expreſſed by the Apoſtle, 

Rom; 12. 3, For I ſay through the Grace given unto me, te 
every man that 15, amen you, not to tink of bumſelf more high- 
ly then he eaght ro think, but to think, ſoberly, accord n7 as God 
hath dealt to every man the Meaſure of Faith ; 

4 For as we have many Members tn one Body, and all Aem- 
bers have net the ſame Office : 

5 So we being many are one Body in Chrift, and every one 
Alembers one of anther, 

6 Having then Gifts differing, according to the Grace that 13 
given tows, whether Prophecy, let ws propheſie according to the 
Proprytion of Faith, 

7 Or Miniſtry, let ms wait on our Miniſtring, or he that 
reacherh on T caching ; 

8 Or he that exhorteth on Exhortation : He that giveth, let 
him de it with Simplicity, be that ruleth, with Diligence, be 

that ſbeweth Mercy, with Cheerfulnef. n 


* ws 
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If any then ſhon!d quarrel his Brother for exerciſing that 
which belongeth to the Office of the Body, Chriſt hath called 
him to, and weuld force him to exercile the ſame Office he 
dotb, theugh he be not called to it, here is a Breach of Cbri. 


ftran Liberty, and an Impoſing upon it. Now all Schiſms and 


Jars fall out in this twofold ReſpeCt, either when any Perſon cr 
Perſons aſſume another or an higher Place in the Body then 
Godwill thern to be in,and ſo exerciſe an Office, or go about 
to perform that which they or:ght notto do z or whenas any 
truly exerciſing in their Place, which God hath given them, o- 
thers rile up and judge them and would draw them from it, 
both of which Cafes have been,and may be ſuppoſed to fall out 
in the Church of Chriſt,as 1 C#r.4.3, 4. where ſome judged 
Paul wrongouſly. 3 John 9. where one exalting himſelf above 
his Place, judged whom he ought not, We ſe then what 
Diverfities be moſt uſually in the Church of God, conſiſting in 
the Difference of the Gift proceeding from the ſamie Spirit, 
and in the divers Places that the ſeveral Members have in the 
ſame Body for the Edification of it, and every one being here 
in his own Station, in ſts —_——_ is his Strength & Perfe- 
Qion, and to be in another, though higher and more erriinent, 
would but weaken and hurt him ; and ſo in this there ought to 
be a mutual Forbearance, that there may neither be a'coveting 
nor aſpiring on the one hand, nor yet a deſpiling. or condemn - 
ing on the other. But beſides the Forbearance of this Nature 
which is moſt ordinary & univerſal,and for the Exerciſe where- 
of there is and will till be a need ſo long as there is any Gathe- 
riag or Church of Chriſt upon the Earth, there is a certain 


. Liberty and Forbeargnce alſo that is more particular, and has 


a Relation to the Circumſtance of Times and Places, which” 
' will not hold univerſally, whereof we have the Example of 
the primitive Church, teſtified by the Scriptures intwo or three 
Particulars ; the firſt was, in ſuffering Crreumeiſion tothe Jews. 
for « time, and not only ſo, butalſo divers others of the legal 
and ceremonial Purifications and Cuſtoms; as miy* appear * 
Alts 21.v.21,22,2 3:24,&c, The ſecond wasgin the Qbſervati- 
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on of cert aun "005, "ay And the third,inlbe Abſtain- 
ing from Meats, 1 Cor, 8. throvghont ; here the Apoſtle per. 
ſwades to and recommends a Forbearance becauſe of the #Veak- 
neſs of ſome ;, for he js not any where, 'nor can it be found 
in all the Scriptures of the Goſpel, that theſe things, ſuch 
weak ones were exerciſed in, were things indiſpenſibly neceſ- 
ſary, orthat it had been better for them they had not been un» 
der ſuch Scruples, providing it had been from a Principle of 
true Clearneſs, and fo of-Fai 

Next again, Theſe Afts of Forbearance were done in a 
Condeſcerlion to the Weakneſs of ſuch upon whom the Anci- 
ent (and truly deſerved in its ſeaſon) Veneration of the Law 
had ſuch a deep impreſſion, that they could not yet diſpenſe 
with all its Ceremonies and Cuſtoms ; and to (uch the Apoſtle 
holds forth a two-fold Forbearance. 

Firſt, Acertain Compliance by ſuch Believers as were ga- 
thered out from the Fews, though rhey ſaw over theſe things, 
yet it was fit they ſhould condeſcend ſomewhat to their Coun- 
try-men and Brethren, who were weak, 

2dly, The like Forbearance in the Gentiles, not to judge 
them in theſe things 3; but we ſee that it was not allowed for 
ſuch weak ones to propagate theſe Scruples, or draw others 
intothem ; and that whenas any/ of the Churches of the Gen- 
tiles, who wanted this Occaſion, would have been exerciſing 
this Liberty, or pleading for it, the Apoſtle doth down-right- 
ly condema it, as | ſhall make appear in all the three Inſtances 
above-mentioned. 

Firſt, In that of Circumciſion, Gal, 5, 2, 4. 

Beboeld, 1 Paul ſay unto you, that if ye be Circumciſed Chrif 
ſhall profit you nothing, Chrift « become of none eff: unto you : 
Whoſoever of you are juſtified by the Law, ye are fallen from 
Grace ; 

Can there be any thing more poſitive ? Might not ſome here 
have pretended Tenderneſs of Conſcience, and have ſaid, 
Though the Decree of the Apoſtles do diſpenſe with Circumciſion 
in mwe, yet of 1 fond a Scrupte in my ſelf, and a Deſire to #t * 


(65) 
of Tenderneſs, why foould it be an Evil in mt to do ity more ther; 
in the Jews that believe? We (ce there is ne room left here for 
ſuch Reaſoning. | 

Secondly, As to Obſervations, Gal. 4. 9,10,11. Might not 
they have anſwered, What if we Regard a Day to the Lord, 
muſt we net then? wu net this thy ewn words ? We ſee that did 
not hold here, becauſe in them it was areturning to the Beg « 
gerly Elements, 

Thirdly, As to Meats, 1 Tim. 4. 3, Here we ſee that is acs 
counted a Doi#rine of Devils, which in another reſpe&t was 
Chr :ftian- Forbearance, and therefore now, and that in the ge» 
neral reſpett, he gives this Reaſon, Verſl, 4. For every Cree» 
ture of Gods good, aud nothing to be refuſed if it be recerued 
with Thankſgwing of them that believe and krow the Truth, So 
we fee that in the'e particular things there is great need of Vari. 
neſs in the Church of Chriſt, for that ſometimes Forbearance 
uader a Pretence of Liberty may be more hurtful then down- 
right judging. | ſuppoſc if any now ſhould ariſe, and pretend 
Conſcience, and claim a Liberty for Circumciſion and the pus 
rifications of the Law, whether all Chriſtians would net with 
one Voice condemn it ; and fo as to' Day's and Acatr, how 
do the Generality of Preceftanes judge it, though | deny not 
but there may and ought to be a mutual Forbearante in the 
Church of Chrift in certain ſuch Caſes, which may fallia, and 
a Liberty there i in the Lord which breaks not the Peace of 
the true Church,. but in ſuch Matters ( as I obſerved at 
large before ) both the Nature of the things, the Spirit they 
come from, and the Occafion from whence, and theix Come 
ſequence and Tendency is to be carefully obſerved, © 
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SECTION Seventh. 


Concerning the Power of Deciſion. 


| S Ecing then it may fall out in the Church of Chriſt, that both 


ſome may aſſume 410 her place in the Bodythen they ovght, 
and others may lay claim toa. Liberty, and pretend Conſexmnce 


WE things they ovght not, and that without Queſtion the wrong 


15,not to be tolerated, but to be teſtified againſt, however (pe. 
cious its Appearance may be, and that it muſt and ought to bay 
judged : The Queſtion. will ariſe, whow the proper Fudge or 
I, yes th whom re ſideth the Power of deciding this Contrever ſui? 
and this is that whick I undertook in the next Place to treat of, 
as being the Specifick Difference, and Diſtinguiſhing Proper- 
ty »fthe Church of Chriſt from all other Antichriſtian-Afſem- 
blies and Caurches of-man's building and framing, To give #+ 
ſhort, and yer clear and plain-Anſwer to this Propofition, The 
only proper Trdge of Comrover ſits in the Church, 1 the Spy it of 
Gad, and be Power of deciding ſolely lies in ity, as having the only 
Unerring, Infallible and Certain Judgment belonging to ity 
which Infallibility 19 not neceſſarily annexed to any Perſons, 
Perſon, or Places whatſoever, by Virtue of any Office, Place cy 
Station any one may heve, or have bad in the: Body of Chriſt, that 
is to ſay, that any have Ground to reaſon- ths, becauſe Tam 
or have been. ſuch an Eminent Member, therefore my Judg- 
ment is infallible, or becauſe we are the greateſt Number, or 
that we live in ſuch a Noted or Famous Place or the like, 
though ſome of theſe Reaſons may and ought to have their true 
Weight in Ca'e of Contraditery Aﬀertions, as ſhall hereafter 
be obſerved, yer not ſo, as upon which cither mainly oronly 
ihe Infallible Y ment 14 to-be placed, but upon the Spirit, as 
that which is the firm and unmoveable Foundation. And now + 
if I ſhould go on no further, 1 have ſaid enough tovindicate vs 
from Impoſition, and from'the Tyranny, whetber of Popery, 


Prela- 
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Prelacy or drag neem ſuch like, we have or way be 
branded with, as afrcr appear. ; 

But to proceed, herein lies the Difference betwixt the 
Diſpen(ation of che Law and the Goſpel! or New Covenant, for 
that of old all Anſwers were to be received from the Priefts in 
the Tabernacle ; for be that appeared berwixt the Cherubims 
there ſpoke forth bis Mind to the People; and there was alſo 
Families of the Prophets to whom rhey reſorted for the An: 
{wer of the Lord ( though ſometimes as a Signification of the 
further Glory that was to be revealed, it pleaſed God to reveal 
his MinJ to fome eventothem who were neither Prophets nor 
Prophets Sons) but under the Golpel we arc all ro be tang be 
of God, that is, none are excluded from this Priviledge, 
not being of the Tribe of Levi, or of ic Children of the Pro- 
phets, though this Priviledge is as truly cxerciſed in ſome by 
afſenting and obeying to what God commands and reveals 
through others, they feeling Unity with it in the Lifeas by ſuch 
who by the Revelation and Command of God's Spirit, hold 
forth his Will to his People in certain Partigulars, which the 

ſame Spirut leads and commands them to obey: So that we ſay,and 
that with very good Ground,that it is no ways inconliſtant with 
this'Sound,and Unerring Principle,to aff:rm tH-ar the wgment 

of a certain Perſon or perſons 'in certain Caſes, is i e, or 
for a certain Perſon or Perfons to give 2 peſtive 28 ena nr 

pronounce i as obligatory upon others, becauſe the Foundati- 

ons and Ground thereof, isnot becauſe they, are infallible, but 
becauſe ia theſe Th.ings & at that Time rhey were led by the In:- 
fallible Spiru,& theretore it will not ſhe'ter any in thisReſpect, 
to pretend | ata not bourd to obey the DiQtates of Fallible 

Man, 1s not this Popery, 1 not being perſwaded in my (elf, be- 
cauſe it is not diſobedient to them, but tothe Judgment of 
Truth through them at ſuch a Time, and one or more their not 
being perſwaded, may as probably proceed from their being 
hardned, and being our of their Place, and in an Incapacity to . 
bearthe Requirings, as that the Thing is not required of them 
which none can deny but it may as well te ſrppoledas the con. 
trary ;, but for the farther clearing of this Matter before 1 con -' 
» clude 
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clude, I hall not doubt both to affirm and proye theſe follow-+. 
ing Prupolitions, Lc | 

Firſt, That there never will nor can be wanting in Caſe of. 
Controverſie, the Spirit of God to give Judgment through ſome 
or ether inthe Church of Chrift, fo long as any affembly can 
properly, or in any tolerable hnppoſitien, beſo termed, : 

Secondly, That God hattyordinarily, in the communicatin 
of his Wil under his Goſpel, imployed ſuch whom he ha 
made Uſe of in gathering of his Church, and in feeding and 


watching over them, though net excluding others, 


Thir Pp That their de Fa&0, or cffectually meeting toge- 
ther, and giving a poſitive Judgment iw ſuch Cafes will not 
import Tyranny and Uſurparion, or an Inconbiſtency with'the 
Univerſal Priviledge that all Chriſtians have, to be 'ed by the 
Spirit, neit1er will the Pretences of any contradicting them, 
or refuling to ſubmit upon the account they ſee it not, or ſo 
excuſe them from bcing really guilty of diſobeying Ged, For 
the Firft, to thoſe that believe the Scripture there will need no 
other Probation then that of Aſar. 28. 20. Andls Tam with 
you alwayyrven unto the End of the World, nd ver.18. And the 
Gates of Hill ſhall not prevail againſt ut, 

Now ifthe Church of Chriſt were fe deſtitute of the Spirit of 
God, that in Caſe of Difference there were not any found that 
by the Infallible Spirit could give a certain Judgment, would' 
not then the Gates of Hell prevail againſt it ? for where is 
Strife and Diviſion, and noeffetual Way to put an End to it, 
there not only the Gates, but the Courts and Inner Chambers 
of Darkneſs prevail; for wh:re Envying and Strife 11, there 5s 
Confuſion, and every Evil Work; ; that there may be here 
no Ground of miſtake, or ſuppoſition that we were annexing 
Infallibility ts certain Perfons, or limiting the Church to (»ch,l 
underſtand not by the Church, every particular Gathering or 
Aſſembly circumſcribed to any particular Country or City ; 
for 1 will not refuſe, but divers of them, both apart and toge. 
ther, ifnot eſtabliſhed in God's Power, may err, nor yet do 1 
lay the abſolute Streſs apon the a General Aſſembly of Perſons, 
as ſuch, picked and choſcn out of every on? of theſe particytar 

Churches, 
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Churches, as if what the Generallity- or - Plurallity of thoſe 
conclude upen; were neceffarily to--be ſ:ppoſed to be the. In.. 
fallible Judgment of Treth, though to ſuch an Afſermbly of Per. 
ſons truly ſtatcd as they ought in God's Power, he hath here- 
tofere revealed his Will. in. fuch Caſes, and yet may; as the 
moſ probable Way ( which ſhall be ſpoken of hereafrer) yet 
ſuch, as 4 meer Aſſembly, is not concluſive, nor yet do 1 vn- 
derftand by the Church, every Gathering or Aﬀembly of Peo- 
ple, who may hold Sound and True Principles, or have 2 
Form of Truth; for ſome may loſe the Life and Power of 
Godlineſs, who notwithſtanding may retain the Form or 
Notion of Things, but yet are to be turned away from, becauſe 
in ſo far ( as 1 oblerved before)us SanQification, to wit, thoſe 
that are ſantt fied in Chriſt Jeſus make the Church,and give the 
right Definition to it, where that is wholely wanting the 
Church of Chrift ceaſeth to be, and there remains nothing but a 
Shadow without Subſtance ; ſuch Afﬀemblies then are like the 
dead Body when the Soul is departed, whic' is no more fit to 
be converied with, becauſe it corrupts and proves- noifom to 
the living ; but by the Chorch of Chriſt 1 underſtand all thoſe 
that truly and really have received and held the Truth as it is 
in Jeſus, and are in meaſure ſanified, or ſanCtifying in and by 
the Power and Virtue thereof, working in their inward Parts, 
and this may be made up of divers diſtinct Gathe: ings or Chur- 
ches in ſeyeral Countries or Nations; 1 ſay, fo long as theſe or 
any of them do retain'that which juſtly entirles them he 
Church or Churches of Chrift { which they may be truly called) 
though there may fall out ſome Differences, Diviſions or 
Schilms among them, as we may ſee there was no ſmall Dif. 
ſenfion in the Church of Antioch, and yet it ceaſed not to be a 
Church, Atts 15 12, and 1 Cor, 1; 11. 

For it bath been declared uno me ef you, my Brethren, that 
there are Contentions among you; and yet ver. 24. he entitles 
them the Church of God them that are fer ifi-d in Chrift Fr ſms. 
So long 1 ſay, as they truly retain 4his Title of the Charch of 
Chrift, as being really (uch there will never be wanting the 
certain Tudgment of Truth, for which, beſides the politive _ 

mile 
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"mite of Chriſt before-mentioned, which is not, without Blaſ- 
\phemy to be called in queſtion or doubted of. 1 ſhall add theſe 
Reaſons That ſeeing the Church 6f-Chtilt is his Body,of which 
he is the Head,: it were to make Chriſt negligent of his Body, 
wo tiles himſelf the good Shepherd, and hath ſaid, He wil 
mever leave nor forſake bis own, or elſe which is worſe, it would 
infer poſſibility of Error, or Miſtake in Chriſt, in whom, as 
'the Head, is the Eyes of the Body, by which it is to be ruled 
in all thiags. Next we never find in all the Scripture fincethe 
, Goſpel, that ever this was wanting, but that God Mill gave 
infallible Juigment by his Spirit in ſome of the ReſpeQts above 
mentioned, if the TranaCtions and Controverſics of the after 
'Centuries be alledged, 'I will beldly affirm and prove, that 
there was never atrne Judgment wanting ſo long as the Na 
ture and Eſſence ofthe true Church was retained, if any will 
needs affirm otherwiſe, let them ſhew me where and I ſhall an- 
'\iver it; though I deny nor{ rhat after the Myſtery of ,Iniquity 
did begin to work,or had ſo wrought, firſt by intermixing, and 
afterward by altogether forſaking the Nature of Truth, retain- 
ing only the bare Name of the Church) but that there might be 
ſome ſcattered ones here and there one in a Nation, and now 
andahen one in an Age, who by the Power and Virtne ofthe 
Spirit of Life working in them might be truly ſanCified, yet 
theſe were but as Witneſſes in Sack cloth, no wayes ſufficient to 
give theſe Aﬀemblies in which they were engroſſcd,the Appel- 
lation ofthe Church of Chriſt, coming no more under Obſler« 
vation by the Generallity, nor having as to them any more In» 
fluence, then ſome Tittle or ſcarcely diſcernable Sparks of 
Fire in many great Heaps and Mountains of Aſhes, and thus 
much to prove that where there is any Gathering or —_— 
which truly and properly may be called the Church of Chriſt, 
the infallible Judgment will never be wanting in Matters of 
Controverfie, Secondly, That ordinarily God hath in the 

communicarng of his Will under his G je umployed ſuch whom 
be had made uſe of tn gathering of his Church, and'in feeding and 
watching ever them though not excluding others, faras ina 
natura! Body to which the Church of Chriſt is compared, the 
2 more 
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more ſubſtantial and powerful Members do work moft effcAu* 
ally, and their Help is moſt nreciliey to ſupply any DefeR or 
Trouble in the Body, ſo allo if there be Diverſities of Gifts in 
the Church, as is above proved, and ſome have a greater- 
Meaſure and ſome a leſſer, theſe that have the greater are more 
capable to do good and to help the Body in its need then others 
that are weaker and leſs powerfil, hace there are ſtrong and 
weak, Babes and Young Men, who have overcome the Evil One, 
and in whom the Vord of God abideth, fachare more able when 
the Enemy beſets to refiſt. having already overcome, then 6- 
thers who are but yer wreſtling and nof Conquerers. Now e&- 
very Controverlie and Diſſenſion in the Church comes from the 
Beſetments of the Enemy, yet if any of theſe Strong or Young 
Men,or Powerful Members g5 from their S:ationy it is nor de- 
nied, but that they are as Weak as any, and it is preſuppoſing 
theirſFaithfulneſs in their Place, thatl thus affirm, and no orber- 
wiſe, nor yet do limit the Lord to this Method ; for in him are 
all theTreaſures beth of our Wiſdom and Strew21th, and the wea- 
keſt in his Hand are as ſtrong as the ſtrongeſt, who may now, 
as wel) as heretofore kill a Goliab by the Hand of /irle Da- 
vid, yet we ſee the Lord doth erdinarily make uſe of the tri ns 
to' ſupport the weak, and indeed whn ſuch as may be termed 
weak are ſo made wſc of, it alters the Nature of their Place, and 
conftirntesthemin a higher, and more eminent Degree, for 
though it was lirele David, it was alſo he that was to be King: 
of Iſrael, though the Apoſtles were mean Men og the 74ws 
yet they were (ſuch as were to be the Apoftles of the Lord of 
Glory, Inftruments to gather the loſt Sheep of rhe F7owſe of If- 
reel, and to proclaim the acceptable Day of the Lord ; and 
though Paul was once accounted the Leaf of «{ the Saints, 4 
Child boys ont of due Time, yet was he him who was to be the- 
greateſt Apoſtle of the Gentiles, Now then tet vs conſider, 
whom the Lord makes uſe of im the Afﬀairs of the primitive ' 
Church, and throvgh whom ke gave forth his infallib'e -Judg- 
ment, did he not begin firſt by Pcrer? he was the firſt that ſpoke 
in- the - firſt jenny they had, AZ: 1. and who firſt ſtood: 
vp after the pouring forth of the Spirit, and who firſt _m_ 
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before the Council of the Lhe (poke in behalf of the Gol. 
pel of Chriſt, though I am far fromralling him as ſome do the 
Prince of the Apoſtles, yetl may fafely fay, he was one 
of the moſt ancicat and+eminent, and to whom Chriſt im a 
Manner ſemewhat more then ordinary had recommended the 
Feeding of his Flock 3 we ſee alſo he was firſt made uſe of in 
preaching to the Gentiles, and what Weight his and F-mes's 
Words had in the Conteſt about Circumciſion towards the 
bringing the Matter'to a Concluſion, A#; 15. yet that we may 
ſce Infallibility was not inſeparably annexed to him, he was 
found blameablc in a certain Matter, Gal. 2. 11, notwithſtan« 
ding his Sentence was poſitively received in mapy particulars - 
So alſo the Apoſtle Paul argues from his gathering of tte 
Churches of Corinth and Ga/latia, that they ought to be Fel- 
lowers of him, and politively concludes in divers Things, and 
upon this Suppolition exhort the Churches both he and Peter 
in many Paſſages heretofore mentioned ( which I will not ( to 
avoid Repctition ) again rehearſe, To obey the Elders that 
watch for them, to hold ſuch in Reputation, and to ſubmit them< 
ſetves to them that have addiB:d themſelves to the Mi. iſtry of 
the Saints, -1 Cor. 16. 15, 16, Alſo we ſee how the Lord 
makes uſe of Fobn his beloved Diſciple to inform 2n1 reprove 
the ſeven Churches of Aſi, and no doubt, Febn ( the reſt by 
the uſual Computation being at that Time all removed ) was 
then the moſt noted and famous Elder alive, and indeed 1 
ming not where under the Goſpel Chriſt hath uſed any other 
Method, but that he alwayes.ia revealing his Will, hath made 
uſe of ſach as he himſelf had before appointed Elders and Of- 
ficers in his Church, though it be far from us to limit the Lord 
ſo as to exclude any from this Priviledge, nor yet on the other 
Hand will the Poſſibility hereof be a ſaFicient Warrant'to al- 
low obſcure Memberto ſtand vp, and offer tornle judge 
and condemn the whole Body, nor yet is it without Cauſe 
that ſuch an one's Meſſage is jealouſed and called in Cueſtion, 
unleſs it have very great Evidence, and be bottomed «por [ome 
very weighty and ſolid Canſe and Foundation, And God doth (0 
furniſh thoſe whem he raiſcs up in a ſingular Manner of which 
us 
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as I ſaid;]-rhind no Inſtance we NewTeſtament,andlin the'old 
we {ee though it was Rtrange thar little Dav:4tovid oppoſc 
himſelſto-the great Gol#h, yet he had before that killed 
beth the Lyon and the Bear w hich was no leſs improbable, and 
which of all is moſt obſervable, was before that Time by the 
Appointment of God and the Hand of the Prophet anointed 
King of ſrc}, compare the 16th and 17th chap. of the 1ſt of 
Samucl, | wh. 
Now as te the Third, That any particular Perſons de Fafto, 
or effettually giving ont a poſitive Fndg ment, 14 no Increaching 
nor mpofing upon their Brethren's Con ſcrence, ts neceflarily in- 
cluded in «. ts is ſaid before, upoa which for further Probation = 
there will only need this ſhort Refleftion, that for any Mem- 
ber or Members in Obcdicnceto the Lord to give forth a po- 
fitive Juigment in the Church of Chriſt is their proper Place 
and Office, they being cal'ed to it, and fo for them to exerciſe 
that Place in the Body which the Head moves them to, is not 
to uſurp Authority over their Fellow Members, -as on the 06- 
ther Hand to ſubmit and obey, «t beitig the Place of fomeſo 
to do, is not a renouncing a being led by the Spirit, ſeeing the 
Spirit leads them ſo 'to do, 'and not to obey, in Cale the 
Judgment be according to Trvth, atid the Spirit lead to it; is 
no Sake both offer: five and finf-1; and thatall thismay be 
ſuppoſed in the Church of Chriſt without Abſurdicy, and to e- 
ſtabliſh the above-mentioned Propoſitions will appear by a 
ſhort review of the former Paſſages. 4 
If that Peter and Fame: gheir giving 2 poſitive Judgment in 
the Caſe of Difference in divers particul+rs, did not infer them 
to be /mpoſers, (o neither will any ſo-doing now being led to 
itby the ſame Authority, every one may calily make the Ap- 
plication, and on the contrary, if for any to have ſtood up and 
reliſted their Judgment _— an unclearneſs, or fo, and 
thereby held vp the Diflerence after their Sentence, breaki 
the Peace and Unity of the Cherch, Things being conclude 
with an 1 ſeemed good ro the Holy Ghoſt and to wn | fay, iffuch 
would have given jvt Cauſe of Offence, and have been cut off 
as Deſpiſers of Dignities of old, will aot the like Caſe now 
K 
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occurring; the ſame Concluſion holds, Now whether thoſe 
Propofitions do not hold apon the Principles befere laid down 
and proved, 1 leave to every Judicious and Impartiall Reader 
to judge. 

' Moreover, we ſee how poſitive the Apoſtle Pani is in many 
particulars throughout all his Epiſtles , inſomuch as, be faith, 
2 Theſ. ult. 14.-- If any Man ovey not our Word by this Epiſtle, 
zote that Man, and have no Company with him, that he may be 
aſhamed. And in many more Places before mentioned, where 
he commands them both to obey him and ſeveral others who 
were appointed ( no doubt by the Spirit of God ) to be Rulers 
among them, and yet who will (ay, * that either the Apoftle did 
morethen he ought in commanding, er they leſs then they 
were obliged to,in ſubmitting, and yet neither were to do any 
thing contrary or more then theSpirit of God in theraſelves led 
thera to or allowed themin; and if the Church of God bear 
any Parity or Proportion new in theſe Dayes with what it did 
of old, as I know ne Reaſon why it ſhould not, the ſame things 
may now be ſuppoſed to take EffeQt that did then, and alſo be 
lawfully done upon the like Occafion procceding from the | 
ſame Spirit, and eſtabliſhed upon the ſame Baſis and Founda- 
tion;and thus much as to thatPart to ſhew in whom the Power of 
Deciſion is, which being ſeriouſly and impartialy conſidered 
is ſufficient to clear us ſrom the Tyranny either of Popery, or a- 
ny other of that Nature, with thoſe that are not cither wilfully 
blind, or very ignorant of Popsſb Principles,may obſerve ; but 
lecing to manifeſt that Difference was one of thoſe things pro- 
poſed to be conſidered of, I ſhall now ceme to fay ſomething 
of it in its proper Place, 
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SECTION Fighth, 


« How this Government altogether differeth from the 
Oppreſſ#n and Perſecuting Principality of the 
Church of Rome, and 0. her Antichriſtian Af enm- 
blies. 


vV Hatever Way we under ftand the Popiſh Principles 
in this Matter, whether of thoſe that are moſt de- 
voted to the Sea of Reme,as the King of Spain's Dominions, & 
the Princes of /raly,the Feſuires and Generallity of all thoſe cal- 
led ReligiousOrders, who hold that Papa in Cathedra non poreff 
errare, licer abſque Concilie; that is, that the Pope-in bus Chair 
cannot err, though without « Council ;, or of thole that are leſs 
| devoted, who plead this Infallibility in the Pope and-Council 
lawfully convened, whe yet by the more zealous are reckoned 
petty Schiſmaticks ; 1 ſay whatever Way we take them, all 
thoſe that do profeſs themſelves Members of the RewiſkChurch, 
and are (o far ſuch, as ts underſtand tacir own Principles, do 
unqueſtionably acknowledge, ; , 


Firſt, That no General Council can be lawfſtilly called, with- 
01 t the Biſhop of Kemey\as Chriſt's Vicar and Perer'sSucceſlor, 


call it. 


Secondly, That either he himſclf, or ſome from him, as his 
| Legatcs muſt be there preſent, and alwayes preceed. 


Thirdly, That the Members having Vote, are made up of 
Biſhops, or Presbytcrs, or Commill oners from the tevcra! 
Orders being of the Clergy. 
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Fourthly, That what is concluded on by Plurallity of Votes 
andagrecd to by the Pope and his Legates, muſt necefſarily be 
ſuppoled to be the Judgment of the Infallible Spirit. 


Fifthly, T hat all the Members of the Church arc bound im«. 
plicitly to receive and believe it, becauſe it procceds from a 
Council to be accounted lawful in the ReſpeCts above menti- 
oned, without Regard to the [ntrinfick or Real Truths of the 
Things preſcribed, or bringing them in any Reſpett to the Teſt 
or Examination of tke Spirit of God in themſelves, or the Seripe 
eres Teſtimony, or their Agreement or Diſagreement with 
Truths fermerly believed and receiv'd, for ſo much as to prove 
or try them by Way of Doubt they reckon a Breach of 
the firſt Command, as on the other Hand a matter of Merit 
implicitly to receive and believe them, however inconſiſtent 
with the Teſtimony of the Spirit in ones own Heart, Scrip- 
ture Truth and Reaſon, 


Sixthly, That no Man as a member of the Church of 
Chriſt in that ſimple Capacity, unleſs a Clergy-man, or rhe 
Embaſſadour of ſome King, &c, can be admitted to fit, vote 
or give his Judgment, 


Sqeventhly, that-it is in no ReſpeQt to be ſuppoſed that any 
Members, eſpecially Laicks, whether in a particular City, 
Country or Nation, may meet concerning any ny relating 
to the Faith and Worſhip of the Church, and give by che Sp1- 
rit of God any Judgment, but that all ſuch Mectings are to be 
accounted Schilmatical and Unlawful. And 


=. 


Laſtly. That the Promiſe of Infallibility, and the Gates of 
Hell not prevailing, is neceſſarily annexed to the” Pepe and 
Council called and authorized in the Manner above cxpreflcd, 


Now if to deny every one of theſe Propoſitions, wherein all 
Underſtanding Men know the errors & abuſes of the Rewnſh 
Chureb conlilt, be to be Popsſh,then indeed may we be we " 

| c 
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ſed to be one with the Papi in. this Vatter,butino otherwiſe;'s: 
that the very mentioning of thele things is ſufficient to ſhew 
the Difference betwixt us and them, bur if any will- needs 
plead our Agreement with them thus ; 

The Papilts affirm an Infallibility of Fuds ment in the Church 
of Chriſt, and ſo do you ;, therefore you are ene with Papilts, 

[ anſwer, That proves no more our Oneneſs inthis Matter, 
then if it ſhould be ſaid, the Papifts plead that God. ought to 
be worſhipped, and ſo do you therefore ye agree, notwith- 
ſtanding of the vaſt Differences, as to that: which is known. 
not only betwixt us and them, but betwixt them and all Pro. 
reftants, who agree more with them in the matter of Worſhip, 
then we do. | 

Next again, Infallibility in the Church, according as we 
hold it,&1 have above defined it, no man upon our Suppolition 
or Hypotheſis can deny it ; for 4neerwe firſt aſſert,as a Princi- 
ple, that no Gathering, no Church nor Afſembly of People,. 
however true their Principles be, or however exact their 
Form, re to be accounted the Church of _— except the 
infallible Spirit lead and guide, what can be the Hazard to ſay, 
that in ſuch a-Church there is fill an infallible Judgment ; in» 
deed thisis ſe far from Popery, that it reſolves in a Propolition 

vite contradiftory to them : The Romamifts ſay, That the in- 
A abible Spirit alwayes accompanies the Outward Viſible Profe ffors: 

and is annex'd to the external Sucteſſion of Biſhops and Paſtors, 
though ever ſo vitiew, as to their Lrves, yea, though perfect 
Atheifts and Infidels in their private Judgments * yet if out- 
wardly profeſhing the Catholick Faith 
and Subjection to the Church, we fay ** For ſome Pipes 
onthe quite Contrary. that where there have been known to de 
15 either Vitiouſme% of Perſons, or Un+ ny,e" 4t leaf to doubt 
ſoundneſs of Judgment inthe particular the Truth ofthe Serip-- 
Members, theſe cannot by Virtue of raves, 4s torbe Hiſtor 
any outward Call or Succeſhon they ryof Chriſt, & to call: 
have, er any Profeſſion they make, or un queſtion the [mmoy- 
Authority they may pretend to ſo much tallity ofthe Sou, and 
or claim an [atereſt tm any part of tic the Reſurrittion, 
Churca 


(78) | 

Church of Chriſt : So then, i we admit none to be Members 
of the Church, but ſuch as are led and guided by the Spirit, it 
will be. no Popery in the Second Place to affirm, that where 
"there is a Company of People (o gathered ( who are not any. 
longer to retain juſtly the Name of the Church of Chrift, then 
they are led and guided by his Spirit ) or a Church ſo qualified 
and deſigned, there is ſtill an infallible Ju igment ; ſo that this 
Infallibility is not annexcd to the Perſons, to the Succeſſion, to 
the bare'viſible Profeſhon, though true ( which the Church of 
Rome is denied to be Yor to any Society, becaule of its Profeſ- 
ſion, burſingly and alone to the true real and effeCtual Work of 
Santtification and Regeneration , the New Creature tronght 
forth in the Heart,and this is the Spiritual Man which the A- 
poſtle faith, judgerh at Things, 1 Cor.. 2,15. To affirm there 
is an Infallibility here cannot wel be conderaned by any, or 
whoſo doth muſt needs ſay, the Spirit of God is fallible ; for 
we place tke Infallibility in che Spirit and in the Power, not in 
the Perſons, and fo theſe are the Degrees we aſcend by, 
becauſe ſuch and ſuch Men are led by the Spirut of God, and are 
obedient to the Grace in their Hearts, therefore are they Aer. 
bers, Officers in the Church of Chriſt, and becauſe ebey are 
Alembers of the Church of Chriſt in the Reſpebt before declared, 
therefore there is an Infallible Fudgment among them; Wedo 
not ſay, becauſe ſuch men profeſs the Chriſtian Faith, 
and have received an outward Ordination, and ſo are by a 
lawful Succefſion, formally eſtabliſhed Officers in the Church, 
when they meet together according to certain Rules above 
 Geclared, there is an Infallibility annexed to their Concluſions, 
and they cannst but decide what is right, or rather, what they 
decide maſt needs be ſuppoſed to be right ; who ſeeth not here 
a vaſt Diſproportion? 


Now we differ herein fundamentally, that is, as to the very 
Baſis and Foundation upon which we build, and that not only 
from the Church of Rome, but alſo from the Generallity of 
Proteftants in this matter. All Proteſtants do acknowledge a 


General Council to be uſeful, yea, neceſſary in the Caſe of 
Divifion 
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Diviſion or Debate, let us conſider the Baſis upon which they 
proceed, and the Streſs they lay upon it, 

why All —_ beth the Prelatical and Preirbyterial wall 
have this Synod or Council to conſiſt of a Convocatien of the 
Clergy, choſen and ſent from the particular Congregations, 
with ſome few laick Elders called together by the Civil Magi- 
ſtrate, in caſe he be one in Judgment with them. 

They decide by Plurallity of votes, and thovgh they aſſi:me 
not an abſolute lafallibility in that they reckon it poli. ble for 
them to err, yet do they reckon their Deciſions obligatory 
upon their ſuppoſed Conlonancy to the Scripture, and howe« 
ver do affirm that the Civil Magiſtrate hath Power to conſtrain 
all to ſubfait and obey, or elſe to punifh them either by Death, 
Baniſhment, Impriſonment, Confiſcation of Good+, or ſome 
other Corporal Pain, even thovgh ſuch be perſwaded and offer 
to make appear, that the Deciſions they refule arc contrary to 
the Scriptures, | 

And Laſtly, As among tte Papiſts, none, though etherwiſc 
confeſſed ro be a Member of the Church, both know ing and 
ſober, except cemmilſonate in ſome of the Reſpets above 
declared, can be admitted to fit, vote and give his Judgment. 
Any that will be at the Pains to apply this to the Fourdaycn 
before laid of the [nfallibility of Judgment, in.that we maV. ac- 
count only to be truly called rhe Church of Chrift, will calily fee 
the great Diflerence betwixt us, which 1 ſhall ſum up intheſe 
particulars, 


: 


Firft, Do we exclude any Member of the Chureb of Chriſt, 
' that may be truly accounted lo, to tell his Judgment ? 


Secondly, Do we ſay,raan ovght to be perſecuted in his Ovte 
wards for his dilaſſcat in Spirituals ? | 


Thirdly, Do we plead that decifion is to paſs concluſive 
beeauſc of the plurality of Votes ? And much more which 
the Reader may obſerve from wiat is already menticned, which 

thas 
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that it may be all more obvious at one view, will appear [ſome - 
what clearly by this following Figure, which will 'give the 
Reader an Opportunity to recolle* what lay beretofore more 


ſcattered. 


The ROMANISTS 
lay. 


That there 1; an Infallibility 
i» the Church, which Infalls- 
| biluy #4, whenas the Pope calls 
a General Council of Biſhops, 
&c. that whatſoever they con 
clude and avree upon,muſt needs 
be the 5nfallible Fudement of 
the Spirit of God, becauſe of 
the Promiſe of Chriſt, That 
' he would never ſuffer the 
Gates of Hell to prevail a- 
Sainſt his Church; and that 
the.Pope and Conncil, made #p 
of certain of the Clergy, ha- 
ving one Outward Succeſſion, 
and being lawfully ordained ac- 
cording to the Candns, arethat 
, Church to which that Promiſe 
is made, however wicked or de- 
praved they be, yer this Infal- 
lible Fudg ment follows them, as 
| being neceſſarily annexed to 

their Office, *n which the Au- 
thority ſtill ſtands in ts full 
Strength and Vig our ;, ſo that 
there lies an Obligation upon 
the whole Body of the Church 


is 


a » 


| 


l 
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The generality of PROT'|E 
STANTS fay. 


That though all Synods and 
Councils may err, yet ſuch 
Aſſemblies are needful for the 
Edification of the Church ; 
that ſuch do conliſt of a Can- 
vocation of the Cle rgy, with 
ſome few Laicks particularly 
choſen ; that all others, cx- 
cept thoſe ſo elected , have 
- any Ripet to vote or give 

udgment * that | 
ry an Aﬀem- —_ af 
bly, fo confti- 7 1 
tute, may mint- P- 
ſerially determineControvex- 
fies of Faith, Caſes of Con. 
ſcience, Matters of Worſhip, 
and authoritatively determine 
the ſame; the Deciſion is ts 
be by Plurality of Votes, 
without any neceſſaryReſpeR 
to the inward Holineſs or Re- 
generation of the Perſons; if 
ſo be they be outwardly cal« 
led, ordained and inveſted in 
ſuch a Place and Capacity as 
gives them an Authority tobe 
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Members-of ſuch an Afem- ro obey their Decrees-;, and ſuch: 
Bly, what. they thus decide as do not, are not only certainly: 
(as they judge according to damned for their thſobedience,, 
the, Scripture) ought to be re- bur that it is: the Duty of the . 
ceived with Reverence, and "Civil Magiſtrate to puniſh ſuch. 
fubmitted to, and thoſe rhat by Death, . Bansſhment, or Ims+ 
do not; to be puniſhed by the priſenment, gc, in Caſe. they, 
Civil Magiſtrate by Death, refuſe. aryl 
Baniſhment or Impriſonment, » 
though they declare and be 
ready to-evidence, that it is 
becauſe they arc not agreea- 
ble to the Scripture, they re- 
{i fe ſuch Decrees, 


The QUAKERS [0. 


That whereas none truly ought nor can be accoun-- 
ted the Church of Chriſt, but ſuch as are in a mea- 
ſure ſanctified or (ancrifying by the Grace of 'God,. 
and led by his Spirit,nor yet any made Cfhcers in the 
Church, but by the Grace of God, and inward Re- 
velation of his Spirit ; not by. outward Ordination 
or Succeſſion, from which none is to be excluded, if 
{o called, whether Married, or. a Tradeſman, or a 
Servant ; if ſo be ia ſuch a Church there ſhould ariſe 
any Difference, there will be an infallible Judgment _ 
from the Spirit of God, which may be in a General 
Aſſembly, yernot limited to it as txctoBag oehers, 
and may prove the Judgment. of the Plurality, yet 


nct to be decided thereby, as if the Infallibility.were 
placed there, excluding = fewer, in which's Mec- 
| DP "s ung 
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ting or Aſſembly upon ſuch an Accounty, there is 

Limitation to be of Perſons particularly choſen, but 
that all thatin atrue Senſe may be reckoned of the 
Charch,as being ſoberand weighty, may be preſent, 
and give their [udgmeat; and that the Infalfible 
Judgment of Truth, which cannot be- wanting in 
iuch a Church, whether it be given through one or 
more, ought to be ſubmitted to, not becauſe ſuch 
Perſons give it, but becauſe the Spirit leads ſo todo, 
which every one coming to ia themſelves will wil- 


linoly and naturally afſeat tro; and if an 

Difbedience or Unclearneſs do not that ph 
Church ought to do, is to deny them her ſpiritual 
Fellowſhip, in caſc the nature of their Diſobedience 
be of that Conſequence as may deſerve ſuch a Cen- 
ſure, But by no means for Matter of Conſcience to 


Moleſt, Trouble, or Perſccuts any ia their Qut- 
wards. 


Who will be « _— +. enters theſe Three ſeri; 
ouſly together, . 1 am opeful need no further u- 
ment to prove the Difference. But if any will further bi; 
What if is fall out de fatto, that the Teachers, Elders or P lura- 
lity do decide, and from thence will ſay, thit is like rhe Church 
of Rome, nd ether falſe Charebes, it will be bard to prove that 
to be an infallible Mark of '« Wrong Judgment, as we have not 
ſaid it i4 of 4 Right. And indecd, to conclude it were fo, 
would neceflarily condemn the Church in the Apoſtles dayes, 
where we ſee the Teachers and Eldery,and fo far as we can ob- 
ſerve,the number did agree to the Deciſion, A#: 1,17, 
for if the thing be right,and according to Truth, it isſo much the 
better that the Elders and greater Number do agree to it;and if 
wrong\their affirming of it will got make itright : And truly,a 
Gathering, 
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Gathering, where the'Elders and greater Number arealwayzor- 
moſt wrong, and the / 36g and leſſer Number 
right, is fuck as we cannot ſuppoſe the 1rne Church of => 
te be; and if any will plead, that there is now no infalli 
Judgment to be expeRted fromtheSpirit of God in the Ch 
it no doubt will leave the Diſſenters as much in the Miſt, 2 
at as great a loſs as thoſe they difſegt from, bott'being no bet. 
ter then blind men, hitting at randora, whitch will turn Chr:/#5- 
arity into Sceptiſm; and though we may acknowledgeythat 
this Uacertainty prevails in the generality of thoſe called 
Churches, yet we do firmly believe, (for the Reaſons above 
declared,and that for many more that night be given) That the 
true Church of Chriſt has a more folid (table Foundation, and 
being never { ed from Chriſt, her Head, walks in amore 
Certaiu, fteady and Unerring Path, | 
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THE 


CONCLUSION | _ < 


THE Subſtance then of what is aſſerted and 
proved 1a this Treatiſe. reſolves in theſe fol- 
lowing Particulars, ' 


Firſt, That ia_the Church of Chrift, when it 
conſiſts of a viſible People (for I ſpeak not here of 
the Church in the dark Night of Apoſtacy, that 
conſiſted not of any Society, viſibly united) gathe- 
red into the Belief of certain Principles, and united 
in the joint Performance of the Worſhip of God, 
as meeting together, praying, preaching,&c. there 
is and ſill muſt be a certain Order and Govern- 
ment, 


+ Secondly, That this Government, as to the Out- 
ward Form of it, conſiſts of certain Meetings, ap- 
pointed principally for that End, yet not fo as to ex- 
clude ARs of Worſhip, if the Spirit move there- 
unto. 


Thirdly, The Obje& of this Government is two- 
fold, Outwards and Inwards; the Outward: relate 
mainly to the Care of the Poor, of Widows and 
Fatherleſs, where may be alſo included Marriages, 


and 
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and theremoving of all als in things undeny- 
ably wrong ; the /nwards re{pects an Apoltacy, el- 
ther in Principles or Practices, that have a Prerenoe 
of Conſcience, and that cither in denying ſome 
Truths already received and believed, or aflertin 

new Doctrines that ought not to be received , whic 

again to ſubdivide, may cither be in things funda- 
mental, and of great moment, or in things of leſs 
weight in themle]ves, yet proceeding from « wrong 
ſirir, and which in the natural and certaia Coalſe- 
quence of them tend to make Schiſms, Diviſions, 
Animoſities, and in ſur; to break that Bond of Love 
and Unity that is ſoneedful to be upheld and cftabli- 
ſhed in the Church of Chriſt ; and here comes alſo 
under this Conſideration all Emulations, Strifes, ' 
Backbitings, Whiſperiags and Evil-ſurmilings, 


Fourthly, That in the true Church of Chriſt, ac- 
cording to the Definition above given of it, there 
will in ſuch Caſes of Differegces and Controverſies 


ſtill be an Tafallible Judgment from the Spirit of God, 
- 


either 1n one or other; few or more. 


Fifthly, That this Igfallib[® Judgment is only and 
unalterably annexed and ſeated 5x the Spirit and Power. 
of Goa, not to any particular Peron or Perſons; Meets 
ing or Aſſembly, by vertue 6 any ſ{ctled Ordinati- 
on, Office, Place or. Station,. that ſuch. may have, 
or have had in the Church;no Man,Men gorMeeting 
itanding or being inveſted in any Authority in the 
Church of Chriſt, upon other terms then {o long as 


= 
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he or they abide in the living Senfe and Moy of the 
Life in their own particulars, which whoſoever one 
er more inwardly departs from, ipſo faFo, loſes all 
Authority, Office 'or certain Dilcerniag he or they 
formerly have had, though retaining the-crue Princt- 
ples and found Form, and may be aotfalh-into any 
groſs Practices 2s may declare them generally to be 
thus withered and decayed. | 


Sixthly, That Jeſus Chrift under the Goſpel hath 
ordinarily revealed his Will in ſuch Caſes, through 
the Elders and Miniſters of the Church, or a general 
Mecting, whole Teſtimony is ngither to be deſpiſed 
or rejected without good Caulf ; neither is their ta- 
| king upon them really to decide any juſt Ground to 
charge them with Impoſition, or to quarrel their 
Judgment, unlels it can be proved that they arc de- 
caycd, and have loſt their Diſcerniog, as above, 


Seventhly, That to ſubmit andobey in ſuch Caſes 
is no detraQting from the common Priviledge of 
Chriſtians to be inwardly led by the Spirit, ſeeing the 
Spirit has led ſome heretofore {oto do, and yet may 
and that every Pretencg of Unclearneſs is not a Suf- 
ficient Excuſe- for Diſobedience, ſeeing that ma 
proceed from Obftinacy,or a Mind prepoſſeſſed wi 
Prejudice, yet fay I not, apy eught todo it before 
they be clear , who are, every Right will not 
want Clearneſs in what they ought todo, 


And Zsflly, 
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= Lofh, Thy theſe Principles are no wayes 
tainted with Impoſition, or contrary totrue Liberty 
of Conſciggee, and that they fundamencally di 
from the ns both of Popery,Prelacy and Pref- 
bytery, other of that Nature. 


Robert Barclay. 


